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shown in the Act, since there might be
in existence a regulation under some other
Act which over-rode or purported to
over-ride the provisions of the Act.

The Attorney General: If only means
that insofar as regulations have been
made under the Soldier Settlement Act
and in respect of soldier settlement land,
they shall not be void because of some-
thing in the Land Act. That is all it
means.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
Bill—

(¢) Where anything reiating to
tenures is required to be provided for,
in order that the scheme may be
carried out or given effect, but can-
not conveniently be provided for pur-
suant to the provisions of the Land
Act, the Governor may, notwithstand-
ing the provisions of that Act—

The Attorney General: Make them
under this Act,

Hon. J. 'T. TONKIN: No; make regula-
tions,

The Atforney General:
tions under this Act.

Hon. J. T . TONKIN: The provision con-
tinues—

—notwithstanding the provisions of
that Act and without limiting the
generality of the provisions of Sub-
section (3) of the last preceding sec-
tion, make regulations in respect of
the requirements as fully and efice-
tually as if the power conferred by this
paragraph were expressly included in
such of the provisions of that Act,
as authorise the making of regula-
tions for carrying out and giving
force and effect to the objects, pur-
poses, rights, powers and authorities
of that Act.

I definitely do not like it and when the
opportunity occurs I intend to endeavour
to have that paragraph deleted.

On motion by Mr. Hoar, debate ad-
journed.

House edjourned af 11.4. pm

It says in the

Make regula-
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—SUPPLY, £11,000,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE MINISTER FOR ‘TRANSPORT:
1 move—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable the Supply Bill to pass
through its remaining stages at any
one sitting.

The PRESIDENT: It is necessary to have
an absolute majority to carry this motion.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 would like {0 ask
the Minister whether, if the motion is
carried, it is his intention to go right
through with the Bill. Today is only
Wednesday, and I do not see that there
is need of any great rush to pass the Bill
before tomorrow. 1 would like to ask the
Minister whether he would take the second
reading stage today and allow the Com-
mittee stage and. the third reading to
remain over until tomorrow so thaf if
any members wish to study the Bill more
gll)oilely. they will have the opportunity

D SO.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
{in reply): I would like, If paossible, to
have the consideration of the Bill com-
pleted today. In the main, as members
know, it !s a formal Bill. There is no
desire to restrict the right of any hon.
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member to speak on any point that he
wishes to deal with. I shall be away to-
morrow, and that is why I am rather
keen on getting the Bill through teday.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT:
House. Ring the bells.

Bells rung.

The PRESIDENT: There being ne dis-
sentient voice and as there is more than
the statutory majority of members pre-
sent, I call the division off and declare the
guestion agreed to.

Question thus passed.
QUESTIONS.

CHAPMAN RIVER BRIDGE.
As to Repairs and Cost.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN asked the Minister
for Transport:
Will he inform the House as to—

(1} The average number of men em-
Ployed per day on repairs to the Chapman
River bridge?

(2) The length of time taken?
(3) The total cost of the repairs?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) Thirteen.

(2) Twelve months.

(3) £18,000.

I shall divide the

MIGRATION.

As to Number of Arrivals and Homes
Provided.

‘Hon. J. MURRAY asked the Minister
for Transport:

Will he inform the House as to—

(1) the number of migrants to
reach Western Australiz since Janu-
ary, 1951;

(2) the number of migrants pro-
vided with rental homgs (a)p in
metropolitan area; (W) outside metro-
politan area, as follows—

(a) building tradesmen;
(b} other skilled tradesmen;
(e} unskilled workers?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Latest figures available from
the Government Statistician show
the number of migrants who arrived
in Western Australia during the
period from the Ist January to the
30th June, 1951, as 4,933.

(2) Commonwealth-State rental
homes provided for migrant families
since the lst January, 1851— .

(a) Building tradesmen:

Metro-
politan, 73; country 4. :

(b) Other skilled tradesmen:
i\ﬁftropolitan, nil; country,
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(¢) Unskilled workers: Metro-
politan, nil; country, nil.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Vermin Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

2, Prices Control Act Amendment (Con-
tinuance).

3, Real Property
ments).

Passed

(Foreign Govern-

BILL—LAW REFORM (COMMON
EMFPLOYMENT),

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—FEEDING STUFFS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Assembly now
considered.

in Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Agriculture in charge of the
Bill. )

The CHAIRMAN: 'The
amendment is as follows:—

Clause 5—Delete this eclause.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The effect of the BRill originally was to
provide that a list of the ingredients
should be placed on the labels of all
packages over 28 lb.; any package uncder
28 Ib. was exempt because it was con-
sidered that storekeepers who sold small
packages would be subject to considerable
trouble if they had to have labels on all
small packages which might range from
1 lb. to 28 lb. The safeguard was that
the storekeepers would buy their feeding-
stuffs from the merchants and the labels
showing the ingredients would be on the
larger containers at the merchants’ stores.

However, it was considered in another
place that a storekeeper might interfere
with the ingredients and that, in the
circumstances, there was not sufficient
safeguard. The amendment made by the
Assembly might cause a certain amount
of bother, but there is something in the
contention, But if it is proved during
the next 12 months that it causes undue
hardship to small storekeepers, we can
make further alteration. I will admit
that on the face of it the amendment
does seem ridiculous, especially in cases
of packages of, say, 11b.

Hon, L. Craig: Surely there would not

be many cases of small packages such
as that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Perhaps it might be exaggerating to say
a package of 11b., but there are many

Assembly’s
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backyard poultry runs of half-a-dozen
fowls each, and I suppose many of those
people would buy small quantities,

Hon. A. R, Jones: What is the aim of
the amendment?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Te safeguard people who buy feeding-
stuffs. Previously, people had to search
through “Government Gagzettes” to find
out the ingredients contained in certain
foods. Perhaps there might be feeding-
stuffs No. 8, 9 or 10, and it would be
necessatry for the purchaser, if he wanted
to know the contents, o search the “Gov-
ernment Gazette” to find out. If was con-
sidered at the time that perhaps it was
imposing an undue hardship in connection
with small packages. However, I ask the
Committee to agree to the Assembly's
amendment. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I think the Com-
mittee should disagree with the Assembly
on this matter. The original Bill intro-
duced by the Minister was to ensure that
manufacturers of feeding-stuffs did put
on the packages a label showing exactly
what they contained. We were after the
manufacturers to make sure that they
conformed to departmental requirements.
It is ridiculous to ask a retail storekeeper
who makes a sale of less than 28 1b. to put
the details of the ingredients on the pack-
age. It was not intended that the retailer
should do this but that it should be done
by the manufacturer. I think we should
disagree {¢ the Assembly’s amendment.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The position is
not as hard as Mr. Logan .states. There
is no reason why a manufacturer could
not issue to the retailer small labels that
could be slipped in to the paper bhag. The
public ‘should know what it is getting and
I think we should agree to the Assembly’'s
amendment.

¢+ Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not think this is
a harsh provision. People who buy feed for
aniﬁ":als and poultry seldom buy less than
28 1b.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Small householders
do.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Not a great many of
them. We know how much pollard and
bran it takes to feed a dozen fowls. It
would not pay to buy feeding-stuffs in
small quantities. It is desirable to protect
a buyer so that he will know what the
packet contains. Some of these feeding-
stuffs have greater percentages of bran,
concentrates, vitamins and so on, and it
is desirable that the buyer who is not get-
ting results with one particular line should
know what other line to use to enable him
to secure better returns.

If ‘one buys medicine that has been made
up, the details are printed on the label
on the bottle for the protection of the
people. I do not think it would be a great
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hardship to slip into the bag the details of
the ingredients. Bran A, B or C does not
mean anything, When we buy potato
manures we find there are various types
containing different amounts of potash,
nitrogen and so on. It is desirable to know
what one is buying. Packages could be
adulterated where retail stores are selling
small parcels because if they are running
short of a particular ingredient they could
substitute something else and one would
not know what one was buying.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: If these packages
of 28lb. were being prepared and packed
by the manufacturers—

The ‘Minister for Agriculture: They are
not.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I say if they were,
then there would be some point in Mr.
Craig’s remark. As I understand the posi-
tion, the feeding-stuff is received by the
retailer in bulk and he breaks it up and
packs it. I think it is pursuing the pro-
tection unduly to expect a retailer to attach
his label indicating the contents.

Hon. L. Craig: It would stop adulteration.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: He could still
adulterate if. On the other hand, it has
been suggested that the manufacturer
could provide the retailer with labels to
attach. What manufacturer would take
the risk of sending out two or three dozen
labels to all and sundry to be attached to
any package that the retailer might de-
sire? The labels might he attached to the
wrong packages deliberately, or be at-
tached to the wrong packages in error.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Have you ever seen
the labels issued to hotels?

Hon, H. K. WATSON: I have seen Bills
coming into this House which should have
been introduced in another place. Acci-
dents will happen. These things could
happen in a retail store. It is too much
to expect the retailer to do this. Goodness
knows, he has enough to do at the present
time and we should not place any addi-
tional burden on him. If we did this we
would prabably have another inspector
going around to see that the retailer was
doing his job!

. Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

‘BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Assembly with an
amendment.
BILL—LIBRARY BOAERD OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.
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BILL--SUPPLY, £11,000,000.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSFORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland) [5.0] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
is submitted for the purpose of obtaining
further Supply to maintain the services of
government until such time as the Esti-
mates, which are now before another place,
are passed by Parliament. The amouni
requested is  £11,000,000, comprising
£7,000,000 from the Consolidated Revenue
Eund and £4,000,000 from General Loan

und.

The Supply Bill introduced early in
August last, during the previous session,
provided for £9,000,000, of which £6,000,000
‘was from Consolidated Revenue Fund,
£2,500,000 from General Loan Fund and
£500,000 from Advance to Treasurer. For
the three months ended the 30th Sep-
tember, 1951, the expenditure from Con-
solidated Revenue comprised—

Special Acts ... 1,501,514
Governmental 3,186,881
Public utilities 3,189,047

This expenditure totalled £7,887.442. Of
the amount of £1,501,514 debited against
Special Acts, £1,226,394 was for payment
of interest and sinking fund. Revenue for

the same three-monthly - period was
£7,829,196, which included—
£
Taxation 2,491,520
Territorial 181,250
Law courts ... 39,822
Departmental 687,666
Royal Mint .. 26,313
Commonwealth
Granis 1,305,859
Public utilities ‘3,088,161
Trading concerns 2,600

A deficit of £58,246 was recorded for
the three months. Expenditure from Gen-
eral Loan Fund amounted to £2,565,285,
made up of—

£

Departmental (salaries and

incidentals) s ... 56,404
Railways and Tramways 514,588
Electricity supply 466,296
Harbours and rivers 349,556
Water supply and sewerage 536,813
Development of goldfields 38,039
Development of agriculture 84,632
Public buildings 259,184
Other . 19,7713
State sawm:lls 70,000
Purchase of plant suspense 45,000
State brickworks 35,000
State Housing Commxssion

(advances on account of

evicted tenants, etc.) 60,000
Kent River sawmill 30,000
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The total expenditure for the three
months ended the 30th September, 1951,
was thus £10,452,727, this being £1,588,855
more than that for the corresponding
period last year. There is, I feel, little
need for me to explain that this additional
expenditure is largely due to the high and
ever-increasing costs of materials and
services with the consequent impact on the
cost of administration and the mainten-
ance of developmental works and services.
I move—

That the Bill he now read a second

time.
HON. C. H. HENNING (South-West)
[55]: In supperting the second reading

of the Bill, I make no apology for the
fact that for the third time in as many
months, I wish to speak on agricultural
development. On the 10th October, the
Minister for Agriculture, in answer to my
question, gave some figures which caused
greater alarm as to the drift from dairying
in this State than I thought had occurred.
Those figures showed that the ex-
cess of imports of butter over exports for
the year ended the 30th June, 1951, was
roughly 920,0001b. In cheese we imported
2,722,000lb. and exported none, One lb.
of cheese is obtained from 10lb. of milk,
so I have reduced it to milk and then
worked on a butterfat content of 4 per
cent. By so doing, I find that the im-
ports of cheese took up 1,089,0001b. of
butterfat and, as I have said, we exported
none.

In powdered milk, 100th. of milk makes
151b. of powdered milk. We imported
roughly 2,760,0001b. of powdered milk and
the butterfat content would be equal to
936,0000lb. Of condensed milk, we ex-
ported 9,264,000lb. and imported 821,9641b.
Of ordinary milk, 110lb. makes 42lb. of
condensed milk. The exports would be
equal to 920,000th. of butterfat. I have not
allowed for the imports of condensed milk,
Other products of milk basis imported ex-
ceeded 1,000,000lb. and I have allowed
100,000th. of butterfat for them. In other
words, we are definitely 2,600,000lb. of
butterfat down. With an increasing popu-
lation such as we are experiencing, if things
are allowed to continue as they are going
at present, we shall find ourselves in an
extremely precarious position as regards
dzirying supplies.

“To produce 2,000,0001h. of butterfat, tak-
ing round figures, we need 10,000 extra
cows—that is, mature cows—in the State.
This alone means that we shall require
40,000 acres of extra pasture for the cows
alone, not allowing in any way for the
pasture required for the young stock being
reared with a view eventually to their be-
coming producing and breeding stock, We
have a place to clean up already partially-
cleared Jand of a total area of about 60,000
acres. That land at present is producing a
reasongble amount, but it will carry prob-
ably double the number of stock it is main-
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tainine at present, provided it is cleaned
up and the debris is removed so that super-
phosphate can be applied. Even that would
increase our total carrying capacity by only
7,500 cows, and I am allowing a present
carrying capacity of one cow fo eight acres,
On top of that, we have also to allow for a
herd wastage of about 25 per cent. per
annum, which means that in the near
future we must get on to some better
scheme whereby we can increase the
number of cattle carried in this State by
clearing virgin land. For our increase in
population, we shall require 2,000 additional
cows coming up per annum.

It is not only in this State that the
Yosition is becoming serious. After all,
production is the sole basis of our national
economy. Without food and rainfall,
everything else would come to an end.
Taking Australia as a whole, less than 20
per cent. of the hreadwinners are engaged
in primary production, and yet for the
year 1950-51, they produced 923.1 per cent.
of the total value of the exports of Aus-
tralia, excluding gold. The remaining
exports were made up by all other
manufactures, 2.9 per cent., and by base
metals 4 per cent. In 1937-38, agriculture
produced only 84 per cent. As to butter,
with which I am dealing malinly, Aus-
tralian exports decreased from 7 per cent.
in 1937-38 to 2 per cent. last year.

According to Mr. Colin Clark, the Direc-
tor of the Queensland Bureau of Industry,
each Australian worker in primary industry
is producing 14 times as much as each
worker produced in 1938-39, and at prices
ruling for export, this enables us to obtain
three times the quantity of those exported
goods for each worker engaged in primary
industry. That goes to show that the pri-
mary industries of Australia—and we are
an integral part of Ausfralia—are very im-
portant in our national economy. Yet
secondary industry, which has not shown
any increase per man on the figures of
1938-39, is drawing population from the
rural areas. I do not for one moment
blame the young man who Ileaves the
country and seeks better conditions in the
city, but I think the Government could
help in this matter. We find that 60 per
cent. of the building is going on in the
metropolitan area and 40 per cent. in the
counfry. That is quite to be expected, but
I think we are building up an extremely
top-heavy State,

The United States of America is sup-
posed to be one of the most highly indus-
trialised nations of the world and yet, in
June, 1950, only 226 per cent. of its
population were engaged in secondary in-
dustry, whereas, in Australia, the figure
was 28.4 per cent. From those details,
therefore, it appears that we are definitely
top-heavy. I believe it would be to our
economic advantage to plan to develop
our primary industries, not only to make
ourselves self-gsufficient, but also to enable
us to export oversea. The drift to the city.
which is all part and parcel of the drift
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from primary production, is greater in
Western Australia than in any other State.
A comparison of the census returns of
1933 and those of 1947 show that the popu-
lation of the metropolitan area increased
during that period from 207,440 to 272,586,
which is a total increase of 65,146. That
shows a pgreater increase for the metro-
politan area than for the State as a whole,
because the figure for the entire State,
during the same period was 63,628. If we
could reverse those figures I feel we would
eventually be able to get some reasonable
developmental plan going.

What is the Government doing in the
matter of development? It has formed a
number of zone developrment committees,
and I was a member of the South-West
Zone Development Committee. The mem-
bers were nominated, one for each Assembly
electoral division and they received 18s.
per day out-of-pocket eXxpenses. In other
words, it is 2 more or less honorary job.
They have submitted reports which have
received a good reception, though no action
whatever has been taken in regard to
them, with the exception of the recom-
mendation to the Rallway Department in
relation to the adoption of a scheme of
centralised traffic control, The result of
this lack of action is that the members, not
only of the South-West Zone Development.
Committee, but also of the other develop-
ment committees, are definitely becoming
browned off, and I say that as the result
of conversation with a number of them,

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
refer to the Great Southern Development
Committee also?

Hon. €. H. HENNING: No. I said that
the Scuth-West Development Committee
had submitted a plan to the Government,
but that no action had been taken on it.
Recently the Farmers' Unjon appointed a
committee, comprised of three well-
known farmers from outside the dairying
industry, to make a report. They were
Messrs. A. E. Green, W. G. Burges and A.
N. G. Irving. The commitiee submitted
a report to the Government, though what
is being done about it I do not khow. I
desire to have this report placed on record
as I think it gives a fair and reasonable
account of the position in the lower South-
West. I refer there to the 18- and 20-cow
unit country. The report reads as fol-
lows:—

The Committee left Perth on Friday
8th June, and returned on Monday,
18th, having carried ouf its investiga-
tions in the Denmark, Walpole, Pem-
berton, Northcliffe, Nannup, Karridale,
Witcheliffe-Forest Grove, Margaret
River-Rosa Brook and Cowaramup
areas. In these areas it met and dis-
cussed conditions with branch com-
mittees, gathered information as to
local conditions, and heard their sug-
gestions for the improvement of same
and of the industry generally. It fur-
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ther visited individual settlers on their
properties, inspected their homes and
farms generally, including stock, and
investigated their accounts. Its in-
vestigation has been very thorough,
and its conclusions have been drawn
from actual observation of conditions
upon the spot.

A disquieting feature of the investi-
gation was the discovery that wvery
few of the blocks are now occupied
by the original settlers or their sons.
Since the first settlement abandon-
ment seems to have been a recurring
feature, and most existing settlers have
taken over abandoned blocks com-
paratively recently.

Apart from the young men who have
recently taken up abandoned blocks,
many of them with the aid of the
C.RE. loan, the lack of young men
in the industry is disturbing. Sons of
working age have left in search of
better conditions and wages, and the
present condition of the industry is
not such as to retain them on the
land. Daughters, too, have left for the
same reasons. The attraction of the
40-hour week, high wages and better
working conditions are the cause of
this exodus. Apart from very recent
settlers the industry today, generally
speaking, is being carried on by the
older men with the assistance of their
wives and children too young to strike
out for themselves in other vocations.
The burden of this work upon the
wives and children is, in the opinion
of the committee, detrimental to both.

The net income, in every case investi-
gated, was found toc be remarkably
low, and in no case did it exceed the
basic wage, In most cases it was not-
ably below the hasic wage. In this
connection it must be stressed that in
practically all cases the wife and child-
ren gave substantial help in the labour
of the farm. This low income pre-
vents development to any extent from
awn resources.

With these preliminary remarks the
committee presents its findings in
detail:

STOCK: The condition of stock was
generally good, but butterfat produc-
tion on most farms was low. In every
instance the farmer was alive to the
necessity for improvement in this re-
spect. The committee considers that
improvement could be brought about
by both an increase of pasture and
improvement of same. Lack of
machinery and labour has had a detri-
mental effect upon the quality of the
hay, owing to the time factor, and this,
tog, accounts in part for the low
butterfat production. The low price
of butterfat is largely responsible for
these conditions.

I might say in passing that this recom-
mendation was made before the recent
Increase in the price of butterfat, but
basically the conditions remain the same.
To continue-—

WATER SUPPLY: This was found
to be generally adequate, but wind-
mills, tanks and piping urgently re-
guired.

FENCING: It was found that in most
instances pastures were not sufficiently
subdivided. Boundary fences were
often nat completed, hut, awing to the
fact that uncleared land has practic-
ally no feed value, this is not con-
sidered material. Proper subdivision
of pastures, however, would increase
butterfat production and would greatly
facilitate the conservation of fodder.
Posts could, in most instances, he
obtained on the holding, but wire
generally beyond the farmer’s means
-even when obtainable,

HOUSES AND AMENITIES: In
most instances the houses were found
to be of a quite inadequate standard.
It is considered that electric light is
not only necessary to the house, but
essential to dairying. This could be
generated from the milking machinery.

In very many cases there was no
telephone. This is considered abso-
lutely essential. Many houses were
without a refrigerator or washing
machine, and in view of the part
played by wives in the industry, these
are considered essential.

SHEDS, ETC.: These were found to
be generally inadequate. Many of the
milking sheds must be brought up to
date for economic and other reasons.
Hay sheds generally need building, or,
where in existence, need enlarging.
Machinery sheds generally lacking,
and barns, when existing, too small
Pig styes were generally totally un-
satisfactory. Pig pasture runs were
practically non-existent, and in most
cases conditions in this respect were
intolerable. In view of the established
fact that revenue from pigs is the main
factor in retaining settlers on the
dairy farms this matter is urgent; par-
ticularly as stock from these areas is
at present maintaining the bacon in-
dustry,

Rough timber for sheds, ete., could
in most cases be found on the pro-
perty.

EDUCATION: Educational facilities
appear to be, on the whole, satis-
factory.

TRANSPORT: Personal transport is
satisfactory, but cost of transport of
goods and material is too high. This
might be remedied by more settlement,
more compact settlement, and bhetter
co-operation by factories.
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_ Freights on livestock, materials and
- foddef are too high, and definitely a
hardship to the industry:

VYETERINARY AND AGRICUL-
- TURAL ASSISTANCE: The position
with regard to veterinary assistance
and advice is highly unsatisfactory.
Only available veterinary advice ap-
pears to be that of the South West
Dairy Farmers' Co-op. Ltd.
Agricultural advice is also insuffici-
ently available, and very few experi-
ments appear to have been carried
out. :

FIRE MENACE: This is universal,
and makes clearing very dangerous
and expensive owing to inability to
burn during dry period.

MATERIALS: The position is very
had. Wire, iron, cement, piping, etc.
are not available except at prohibitive
prices, and subject to inordinate de-
lay. The spare part position is also
bad, resulting in great difficulties and
loss of time.’

SIZE OF HOLDINGS: In most
cases this would be adequate if prop-
erties sufficiently improved, but in
some cases there iIs not sufficient
acreage to constitute an economic
- unit.

IMPROVEMENT OF HERDS: The
necessity for improvement is fully
realised, and [facilities are required
for the acquisition of better bulls.

SUPERPHOSPHATE: As at pre-
sent constituted, most farms appear
to receive sufficient super, but, in
many instances, delivery Is too late
for full economic application. It is
considered that early delivery of super
to dalry farmers is essential and
urgent.

SIDELINES: It is considered that,
in present circumstances, these are
heing exploited to the 1lmit of
capacity, but with improved condi-
tions, they could be subseguently in-
creased, without undue extra labour,
to the great benefit of general rev-
enue.

- DISTANCES: It is considered that
the isclated nature of settlements, and
the comparative smallness of the
same, ls uneconomic, resulting in
heavy costs and maintenance, dupli-
cation of services, delays, and restric-
tion of social amenities.

PASTURES: The average of pas-
ture is 80 acres. The wvast majority
of the pasture—probably %0 per cent.
—is laid down on partly cleared land.
It is considered that this causes a
deflnite waste of potential pasture
owing to the presence of fallen timber
and stumps. It further renders the
efficient control of the bracken pest
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difficult, and .in.many cases imprac-
ticable, thus seriously Teducing the
value of pasture, The time -absorbed
in cleaning up fallen timber is con-
sidered to be an economic waste,
amounting on average to one-third

. of a man’s time with the assistance

of wife and family, If the land were
totally cleared bracken couid he
eradicated, but with part cleared
land this is not practicable. This ex-
penditure of time has proved to be an
eflective bar to economic farming
practices, which, in most cases, are
not used on this account. These ob-
jections would he removed to a great
extent if sufficient land were totally
cleared to allow of proper farming
practice, in which case the total clear-
ing of any bhalance of part cleared

‘land could be progressively under-

taken by the settler without detri-
ment to revenue. It is considered thai,
in many cases, a better mixture of
grasses would greatly improve the
carrying capacity of pastures, and, to
effect this, cleaning up and fresh

" clearing would be necessary. Owing

to shortage of labour summer feed
was found to have been laid down
in very few Iinstances, bui, in
most cases, suitable land exists for
this purpose, which would be of great
benefit to the industry.

The commititee found that in the
areas visited the conditions were ex-
tremely unsatisfactory. Houses were
too frequently below standard, and
amenities were generally insufficient.
Holidays were practically unknown.
Many milking sheds were not up to
date. Farm buildings were usually
inadequate, and sometimes non-
existent. Pig pasture runs were not
in use, and pigs were frequently kept
in deplorable conditions. Pastures
were generally insufficient - in area,
and often lacking in quality. Proper
pasture subdivision was rarely noted.
On part cleared land bracken re-
majned a permanent problem. The
quality of the hay was frequently in-
ferior owing to lack of machinery to
treat at the right time. Calves, in
many instances, could not be reared
owing to lack of necessary pasture.
This is considered to be an economic
waste. The general level of net in-
come was deplorably low. Labour is

~ generally confined to the family, and

settlers are forced to call upon thelr
wives and children if they are to sur-
vive.

The committee is of the opinion
that these conditions are not the
fault of the settlers. They arise in
the final analysis from lack of finance.
The land in these areas is extremely
expensive to develop, and such de-
velopment is beyond the means of in-
dividual settlers.
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Hon. G. Bennetts: What about the

country round Esperance

Hon. C. H. HENNING: It is not as ex-

pensive to develop as this is. To continue—

Without further finance development
is within a definable limit, and that
limit has been practically reached.

The committee is convinced that
immediate steps must be taken to
improve these conditions, and to make
them such as to give a reasonable
expectation of prosperity to existing
settlers, to retain their sons in the
industry, and to encourage the ex-
pansion of butterfat production by
the settlement of additional land. It
helieves that, unless such steps are
taken at once, the indusiry may de-
cline to the point almost of extine-
tion.

The committee thoroughly- ex-
amined the cost of clearing land and
laying down pasture in the various
districts, It found that the cost of
clearing karri land was prohibitive,
but that in most cases there was
sufficient of the lighter jarrah and
red gum country to make a proper
area of totally cleared land practic-
able. It established the average cost
of clearing and laying down to pas-
ture of an acre of land as under—

Teo clear totally, land already
part cleared 5

To clear and lay down to pas-
ture tingbarked land- with
re-growth ... . 15

To clear and lay down to pas-
ture new green timber land 25

These figures include necessary fenc-
ing, and allow for the fact that the
expenditure would not show appreci-
able returns for three years.

The committee therefore recom-
‘mends—- .

That the betterment of conditions
in the butterfat industry should be-
come the concern of the whole Union.

That strong effort should be made
to obtain an immediate rise in the
price of butterfat by at least 33 per
cent., and so ensure that bacon prices
bhe kept in relation to production costs.
This is considered sufficient only if
production costs remain stable. A
price increase would be a temporary
palliative only in cases where farms
are not sufficiently developed to con-
stitute an economic unit,

That every farm’ should consist of
at least 200 acres of land, of which
150 acres should be in pasture. To
reduce wastage of time referred to
above 40 acres of the partly cleared
land should be brought to total elear-
ing, and 20 acres of new timber land
should be totally cleared and laid
down to pasture.

[COUNCIL.)

The balance of clearing and laying
down of pasture would be done pro-
gressively.

That this ¢learing should be done
by up to date machinery, and that
the cost should be borne, in the first
instance, by the Government, and
that repayment should be made on
the terms set out hereunder. That
the settler should repay a maximum
of £5 per acre on fotal clearing of
land partly cleared, and of £10 per
acre on re-growth or new timber
land. These amounts, with interest,
to constitute the total liability of the
settler in this regard. The advance
to be interest free for three years,
and to be repaid by ten annual in-
stalments commencing in the sixth
year. The work to be done by pri-
vate contract or by the Government
at the seliler’s opiion.

That the Government provide im-
mediate financial assistance to pur-
chase material for necessary build-
ings and machinery. FPinance to be
on the same terms as set out above
for clearing. Estimated average
amount £500.

That more land clearing machin-
ery should be imported. This is con-
sidered@ essential.

That there should be a more equit-
able distribution of existing machines
between Land Settlement Board work
and work on existing holdings., That
the purchase of such machinery for
work on these holdings by private
contractors he subsidised by the Gov-
ernment.

That the zoning system for bull
subsidies should be abandoned, That
the use of the subsidised bull scheme
should be expanded, and that

"settlers should be encouraged to take

advantage of it. That a bull pool
should be established under the
supervision of the Agricultural De-
partment to guarantee ireedom from
disease and to avoid shocking wastage
of pedigreed animals now normally
s0ld for beef.

That every effort should be made
to ensure early delivery of super-
phosphate to butterfat producers.

That freight concessions should be
sought on materials and livestock.

The commitftee considers that if
these recommendations were put into
effect it would materially increase the
production of butterfat and bacon,
and thereby the supply of both to the
public and for export. It would
render the industry more attractive
to present settlers, and particularly
it would encourage young people to
remain - in it. It would bring new
settlers into the industry and thereby
settle the enormous areas of virgin
land suitable for dairying in & safe
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area, to the ultimate benefit of W.A.
and of the Commonwealth. It con-
siders that the opening up of these
areas and the preservation of the
butterfat industry in them are mat-
ters of national importance—even of
national urgency—and that, in those
circumstances, it is not unreasonable
to ask the nation to bear a propor-
tion of the cost.

The committee was very favourably
impressed with the calibre of the
settlers in the areas visited. Their
optimistic outlook, pertinacity and
determination to succeed in the most
difficult circumstances give promise
of ultimate success if reasonable as-
sistance is forthcoming. It is consid-
ered that the spirit of these settlers
is an asset to the industry which
should receive every encouragement.

The committee wishes to place on
record its appreciation of the assist-
ance rendered by Mr. Sullivan in all
matters pertaining to its investiga-
tions. Due to his organisation the
investigation took place over a maxi-
mum area with a minimum expendi-
ture of time, and the time-table set
out was adhered to in every particu-
lar. His extensive knowledge of the
country and of conditions generally
was of egreat help to the committee.

In conclusion, the committee would
like to express its deep appreciation
of the co-operation given by butter-
fat producers in the areas concerned.
The inguiry has necessarily called for
the disclosure by individuals of de-
tails of a confidential nature, and
the willing help forthecoming in this
respect has materially assisted the
committee in drawing its conclu-
sions.

T do not want to say a great deal about
that report except that it definitely is a
base upon which something could be done
for the development of those areas. We
have to remember that over a considel_'able
time, 20 vears or more, a very inconsider-
ate and probably ill-advised attitude has
been adopted towards dairy farming and
for the last ten years dairy farmers have
had to pay—and this is not the State's
fault—more than their fair share towards
keeping the basic wage down. Not only
dairying is taken up down there. That
area produces 65 per cent. of the beef
consumed in the metropolitan area and
with the decline of dairy produects and
the increase of the population of the
State generally, which is now about
560,000—and we expect about 30,000 a
yvear coming into the State over the next
few years—we will be wanting a great
deal more beef as well as butter and dairy
products,

In other words, I believe that the pri-
mary industries—dairying particularly—
as a whole are taken too much for granted
by the public generally. ©One of these
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days they will get a severe shaking -up
and find that food is difficuli to obtain,

‘"We may find also that it is a blessing in

disguise because the people will then
realise the importance of agriculture as a
whole. However, we must face up to the
urgent problem arising from the lack of
development in this State. It seems in-
credible in a State which has a popu-
lation approaching 600,000 people that
millions of acres, with a 30-inch rain-
fall and greater, are undeveloped and
cannot supply the State's own dairying
needs. It is a problem that has to be
faced up to very quickly.

I believe that there are three or four
headings under which we can carry out
such development. We must put to proper
use all suiteble areas of good land in the
heavier rainfall districts. We must main-
tain increased productivity in the areas
already in production. It requires a eoura-
geous and far-sighted effort on behalf of
the State to consolidate and expand the
full potential of pur South-West. Finally,
it requires a special effort to make country
life more attractive. I still believe, from
what the Commonwealth Minister, Mr.
Casey, said when he was here last year,
that if this State put up a plan for agri-
cultural development not only to supply
our own needs but also to supply extra
for export to meet the needs of other
countries of the world, we would receive
every consideration from the Common-
wealth Governrment. ‘Whether this has
been done or not, I do not know.

__Over the last few years we have had
in existence a Department of Industrial
Development. In view of all the notice
that the Government has taken of these
South-West matters in recent years I sin-
cerely think we should have established a
Department of Agricultural Development.
A year or two ago a tour was arranged in
order that members may see what had
been done in the Mt. Many Peaks area. I
think if the Minister for Transport could
arrange a tour for members to view the
conditions generally there and see what
should be done in the South-West, we
would finally get some action to bring
Eutterfa.t production up to where it should
e,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.371:
Following on what Mr. Henning has
pointed out, I want to have something to
say about a similar subject. We are deal-
ing with a Supply Bill and I want to
say, particularly for the information of
the Minister for Agriculture, that it is
the function of the State Government to
see that the money provided by the Com-
monwealth Government and the loan
funds available are spent to the best ad-
vantage. Last week I visited the Mt.
Many Peaks area and the Rocky Gully
area. I went right through that district
from Mount Barker to Manjimup, and I
was greatly impressed with the work
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done there, the quality of the land and
the future that that area undoubtedly
“holds. I know of no area better suited
“for land settlement and dairying pro-
duction than that.

Hon. G. Bennetts: I will take you to
Esperance on our fleld day and show
- you land equal to, or even better than it.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I would be very
prleased to go with the hon. member and
inspeet that area. During my visit I was
able to see the clearing that was going
on with the new ball and chain method.
It is a spectacular method of c¢learing
and holds out tremendous prospects. It
was very heavy forest timber; not as big
as in the Manjimup ares, but the land
was eXxtremely densely overgrown with
jarrah and red gum. That timber is be-
ing pushed down at a cost of something
like £2 an acre. Mr. Baron Hay thinks

they can do it for less than that.

The point I want to raise now is in re-
gard to the allocation of the land to the
settlers. I think this is where the mis-
take is being made which we will regret
for the next 100 years. The decision as

“to allocation was arrived at not by the
State authorities, but by the Common-
wealth. At Mt. Many Peaks I saw the
man in charge and also his second-in-
charge and 1 talked to as many people
as I could. Each setiler is to be allotted
1,000 acres of which 600 is to be cleared.
That area has a growing period of not
less than nine months; I think it may be
more. Right down at Albany there is
al area which has no very dry period,.

Hon. G. Bennetts: What is the rain-
fall at Mt. Many Peaks?

Hon. L. CRAIG: About 35 inches. 1
tested the subsoil which is very good.
The top soil is a sandy loam with 2 first-
class clay subsoil; not a pipe clay, but a
really good clay. One thousand acres is
far too much land to give to a setfler
who has not much capital. Five hun-
dred acres, with 300 acres cleared, would
he ample and as much as a settler and
his family could handle for the whole
of his life. Not only that, but to stock
1,000 acres, with 600 acres cleared, is
too much for any Government to finance.

I hope the Minister will take particu-
lar note of this and make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government
because the decision, I understand, was
made by the Commonwealth authorities
‘and apparently by men with little know-
ledge of the area. I have a small farm
of 400 acres and it cost me over £6,000
to put stock on it. Whatever the stock
may be, these holdings of 1,000 acres will
carry over 2,000 sheep. The point is that
it is planned that sheep be carried. This
area eventually will not be sheep coun-
try at all, but cattle country, yvet never-
theless it is planned that the settlers
carry sheep first. Provided they use

[COUNCIL.)

Romney Marsh ewes it will probably be
all right, but it will become too rich for
sheep. Purther, it will cost too much
money to stock.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Will it carry a
beast to the acre?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, I do not know of
any country that will carry a beast to
the acre all the year round. I was most
impressed because it is very good coun-
try. The point I want to make is that
it is extravagant to settle only a certain
number of people on land that will hold
twice as many.

Hon. E. H, Gray: What do our experts
in this State say?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Our experts agree
with me. I discussed the matter with
Mr. Baron Hay and he said, “You are
absolutely right.” It worried me that so
few people are to be settled on the area.
On my return I immediately rang Mr.
Baron Hay and I said, "A mistake is
being made down there,” and he said,
“You are absolutely right.” 1 saw the
supervisor of the Mt. Many Peaks area
and I said to him, "You are allowing
these fellows too much land” and he said,
“Yes, but there is nothing we can do
about it.” I then said, “Do you mind if
I bring the matter up in Parliament?”
and he said, "I would welcome it.” So
the mistake is not being made by our own
people. I do not know how the allocations
were made, but I understand representa-
tives of the Commonwealth came over here
to make them. The first 12 settlers are
being prepared for now. They are to be
housed in little huts and they are not too
good.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Not too what?

Hon. L. CRAIG: They are little huts.

Hon. A, L, Loton: What else did you say?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I said they were not
very good huts.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That is what I wanted
to hear.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Actually, they are two
tents; that is all. Now is the time to stop
this big area of land being allocated. That
country is no geod unless it is top-dressed,
and 1,000 acres to each settler is too much.
It is no good giving settlers areas there
uniess they are in g position to top-dress
the country. In its natural state, the land
has no carrying capacity at all.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Is that not an argu-
ment for big areas?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No; it is an argument
against big areas because all the country
has to be top-dressed. With proper treat-
ment, the land would carry two sheep to
the acre. I visualise it carrying two ewes
to the acre, although it would probably
carry a lot more than that.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Are not the older
farms in the area of 1,000 acres?
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Hon. L. CRAIG: There is none there.
It is great country and very rich. It has
a tremendous future ahead of it. We
should not make the mistake now of giving

-~ a settler 1,000 acres, for if we do, 400 or

500 acres will still be undeveloped in 20
years' time.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Will they be able to
farm it all?

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is not much tim-
ber there and it will be possible to carry
stock, in the circumstances. We should
see that the lean funds spent on the
‘scheme are not wasted. If we put a
settler on a block of 1,000 acres, it will
represent a waste of public funds and
. we will not secure the production from
- the holding that we have in mind. The
-- Director of Land Settlement, Mr. Baron
Hay, says that in special circumstances
it is possible to reduce the area of a hold-
ing to 600 acres. In my opinion, local
- experts, men who know local conditions,
should have some say in the area of the
blocks to be allotted.

Hon. E, H. Gray: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. L. Roche: Were they not con-
sulted?

Hon. L. CRAIG: If they were consulted,
their views must have been overridden be-
cause the director of the scheme says he
disagrees with what has been done. In
. the report on the South-West, to which
reference has been made this afternoon,
it shows that 200-acre farms were recom-
mended with 120 acres cleared. These will
.. not carry. as much stock .as the hoidings
.in the area under discussion. Some may

disagree with me in that respect, but it
should be remembered that the distriet is
a particularly long-growing one. There is
no other part of Western Australia where
green pgrass is apparent for nine or ten
months of the year. In the M{, Many
Peaks area, green grass persists close up
to Christmas; in fact, there is a very short
dry period down there hefore the auntumn
rains start.

The Minister for Agriculture: The lacal
people did not know much sbout the
country, because they condemned it.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Very often local
people do not know much about their own
districts. That reminds me of the old
saying, “*What do they know of England
who only England know?” That is very
tfrue. People who do not move arocund
may not know how good or how bad their
district is. The area in question is first-
class, if properly handled. But we should
not put one settler on an area where two
should be placed. I suggest that the Mini-
ster consult with the Director of Land
Settlement and that they make repre-
sentations to the Commonwealth, which is
providing . the money, to allow smaller
areas to be allocated to settlers.

* The Minister for Agriculture: I will
pass that on to the Minister for Lands.

existing conditions, those
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Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope so. I am not
talking loosely on the subject and I want
members to know something about the
problem. I have consulted Mr. Baron
Hay and have his approval for making
these representations. Turning now to
the Rocky Gully area, the country there
is different, but no better than that com-
prised in the Mt. Many FPeeks locality.
It is much more heavily timbered, but the
authorities there are carrying out splendid

‘work with the ball and chain gear. A

steel ball, 8 ft. or 9ft, high, is used, with
a llmiversal Joint on each side fixed like an
axle,

Attached to the joint is a chain with
big links 14 in. in thickness. A long cable
is attached to each chain and is joined
to a big DT caterpillar, which is one of the
strongest of its type obtainable. The steel
ball weighs five tons and the two cater-
pillars are attached to it so that the cable
is lifted off the ground. Members will
appreciate that if the chain were pulled
along the ground, as soon as it reached
the butt of a tree, it would be pulled up
and would not be effective.

As the chain is held up a few feet above
the ground, the purchase derived is very
considerable and the big trees are pulled
over and the ball itself is capable of
smashing down the smaller stuff. Under
in charge are
pushing down timber at the rate of 50
acres per day. Mr. Baron Hay estimates
that from 70 to 80 acres per day will be
pulled when they get going properly. It
is very cheap clearing in densely timbered
country. The area is rolled down far better
than would be possible with bulldozers,
which usually make a mess of the country.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Is any good timber
being destroyed?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, I should say not,
although, of course, there may he some,

s I-_I&n. E. H, Gray: What sort of timber
it?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Mainly jarrah and red-
gum. It is a good area with a splendid
rainfall. ‘The soil is good but gravelly,
but is no hetter than that available
at Mt. Many Peaks. It has a tremendous
future. Personally, I would prefer to
take up land in the Mt. Many Peaks area
because it is closer to the coast and has
a longer growing period. Now is the
time, before we actually put men c¢n the
land, to see that public money is net
wasted. I regard the scheme as a
marvellous opportunity sticking out for
any young energetic man without capital
who is willing to work.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Is it a better propo-
sition than Margaret River?

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is as good, with
patches probahly hetter at Margaret River.

The Minister for Agriculture: The area
is much easier to deal with than the
country at Margaret River,
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Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes; that is because
the trees are not so big, There may be
parts at Margaret River that are better
than some portions of this district, but
there is a splendid chance sticking out
for voung men to take up holdings there
already cleared for them to a stage that
it would take the settler a lifetime to
achieve—and then it would not be done as
well. We should see to it that we do not
make foolish mistakes at this stage and
provide settlers with land for which they
will be charged but which they will not
be able to handle throughout the whole
of their lifetime. I have consulted with
interested people locally and I know the
conditions. I hope the Government will
not make mistakes but will see that suc-
cess is achieved with the scheme.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[6.53]: I rise to speak for a different pur-
pose altogether from that animating Mr.
Craig, but 1. too, desire to see public
funds spent in the best method. In defer-
ence to the Minister, who wishes the Bill
to be passed tonight, I will have to speak
on at least one subject with fewer facts
than I usually desire to possess, One
matter I wish {o criticise at the moment
has reference to the report published in
this morning’s issue of “The West Aus-
tralian” dealing with the Government’s
acceptance of a tender for the construc-
tion of a hospital at Carnarvon that will
cost £77,000. I emphasise again that I
feel most unhappy about the hospital
situation. Unless there is some clear-cut
planning for the people’s needs regard-
ing hospital provision, it seems a colossal
suggestion that one man practising in a
town of 800 people, with possibly another
400 or 500 who may come into the ques-
tion as well, should have at his disposal
such an institution.

The Minister for Transport: The num-
ber would be greater than that because
the enrolments total 1,300.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Let us regard the
total as 2,000 although I think that would
be greatly in excess of what the number
would be. Suppose we say that the nhumber
to be dealt with would he 1,500. We are
apparently determined to build a hospital
for one doctor at a cost of £77,000.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Not for one man.
Hon, L. Craig: It seems haywiret!

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I know the hos-
pital will be there for the benefit of the
people of the district, but it will be used
by one man, because he is the only doctor
practising in the district. We must view
the hospital from the standpoint of what
is to be done in the institution. I doubt
very much if one medical man could use
adequately a hospital erected at 2 cost
of £77,000. As a matter of fact, we have
astronomical ideas as to where we are
with regard to hospital requests in this
State.

{COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. C. Strickland: If we build a
£77.000 hospital, there will be room for
two doctors.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Let us have regard
to that suggestion. It is plain utter non-
sense, because the second doctor would
still have to live on the illnesses of the
same number of people.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: But they come
from all over the North to Carnarvon.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I get all the
ammunition I could desire from Mr.
Strickland’s interjections. Of course,
patients may come from other parts to
Carnarvon.

Hon. H. L. Roche: How many beds will
be provided?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not know,
offnand. When we hear the suggestion
that patients will come to Carnarvon from
all parts of the northern areas, we must
remember that there are requests for
improvements to be effected to the hos-
pitals at Roebourne and Derby. One doctor
cannot do everything in one district. If
there is one doctor in the town and he
has to operate, there must be someone to
give the anaesthetic. We have no person
at Carnarvon who is trained to give an
anaesthetic.

Hon. A. L, Loton: How do they get on?

Hon. H. C. Strickland: There have been
200 operations at Carnarvon since the
doctor went there.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: That is more
ammunition for me, If there have heen
200 operations, it means that there must
have been 200 ansesthetics given by an
untrained matron. If we desire to have
this type of hospital provided in the back
country areas, some scheme should be
inaugurated for the training of matrons
in the giving of anaesthetics. If, under
existing conditions, they are giving
ahaesthetics and are untrained—

Hon. H. L. Roche: They give them all
right.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. I suppose that
goes on in different parts of the State.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: It has been done
for a long time.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Are we {o have a
£77,000 hospital erected at Carnarvon and
an untrained anaesthetist assisting at
operations? The second point I want to
make is that the request for the provision
of a £77.000 hospital at Carmarvon has
been made because the doctor there at
the moment is a highly skilled man who
is very surgically-minded.

Hon. R. M. Forrest; I do not think that
is the reason.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The people are
making that reguest—I repeat the state-
ment with emphasis—because the man
there at present is surgically-minded. I
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know the doctor well and I appreciate that
he is a very capable officer. His successor,
however, may have no ambitions at all
regarding surgery. Within a few years,
the present doctor may leave Carnarveon
and come to Perth.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: We will still have
the hospital there.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The man who suc-
ceeds him may have no surgical bias, and
the hospital will no longer be used to full
advantage from that point of view. The
State cannot afford that sort of thing.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: Carnarvon will
grow.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: This sort of thing
goes on all through Western Australia.
We have a number of examples in coun-
try towns where men who are surgically-
minded have approached the Govern-
ment with a request for the erection of
a hospital whereas the next doctor who
practises in the town ecannot half fill
the hospital. Look at this proposition and
then put alongside it the fact that the
Government contemplates building a
regional hospital at Geraldton which wil
cost something like £750,000! It will be
staffed by three general practitioners. But
they cannot do the work there, nor can it
be done at Carnarvon, to justify the re-
spective expenditures. If some authority
were appointed which would study publie
needs in relation to the services to be per-
formed, we would have a very different
picture of the whole of our hospital re-
quirements in this State. It is no use
providing some lavish outfit that cannot
be used.

.Hon. R. M. Forrest: What would you
suggest?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1 suggest that
the whole of the North-West have a base
_at Geraldton.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Oh!

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: It would he a jolly
sight cheaper to have a plane service and
pay the fares of patients, who needed
the major services of a hospital, to enable
them to fly to Geraldton for treatment,
than to build up a iemporary service in
Carnarvon. I am not going to make a
long statement as to what can happen
inn the North-West, but I am trying to
emphasise that I do not believe one man
can use a hospital costing that amount
of money. I would like to see tabled
the plan of what it is contemplated should
be erected in that area.

On an average, one medical man can
look after about 1,200 people in a popu-
lated area. I doubt very much whether
two medical men are required to look
after 1,200 people in the Carnarvon area,
and certainly I do not think a hospital
of that kind is required. I would rather
see some close investigation made, be-
cause the money that is available must go
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round the entire State. I am ecriticising
not only the proposition with regard to
Carnarvon, but also the Geraldton, Bun-
bury and Albany propesals. They are
extravagant and beyond the capacity of
the men in those towns to use.

Hon. L. A. Logan: What ahout the one
at Midland Junction?

Hon. J. G. HISL/OP: That must be
locked at from the point of view that the
Royal Perth Hospital is the hospital
centre of the metropolitan area and the
work done at Midland Junction cannot
he expected to be of the same standard
as that done at the Royal Perth Hos-
pital. The same applies to Geraldton,
Albany and Bunbury. We must realise
that we cannot afford to build huge
hospitals which are replicas of the Royal
Perth Hospital and which contain all
modern equipment. The provision of
eguipment must be considered from the
point of view of the State's ability to pay,
and of the ability of the medical men In
the respective districts to use that equip-
ment. If we are to provide modern equip-
ment for all those places, it will be neces-
sary also to provide ancillary staff, such
as radiological and pathological techni-
clans; but -not one move has been made
to do that.

Unless somebody has some proper idea
about things and engages in some orgen-
ised planning in regard to these matters,
we shall ind that we will scatier this
money far and wide. If we are going
to look at hospitals in the light of the
prodigious cost of building today, we must
realise that in a hospital there must be
an acute block and we muyst vary the
type of accommodation according to the
actual degree of illness or the recovery
of the patient. In other words, once the
patient’s acute stage of illness has passed,
he can be transferred from the acute
block. I do not think it is necessary to
build hospitals in the towns I have men-
tioned that will cost that amount of
money.

The State cannot afford the prodigious
outlay which is contemplated on hospitals
unless the whole business is planned; but
today there is & total absence of plan-
ning. We cannot erect these hospitals
one by one and expect them all to work.
They will not do so. If we are going
to do anything in the way of setting up
this enormous organisation and spend-
ing this enormous amount of money,
there must be somebody with some know-
ledge of what the State requires and what
modern hospital planning entails.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Who is the present
planner?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: There is a total
absence of planning.

Hon. A. R. Jones:
Department?

Is it not the Medical
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Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The Medical De-
pariment was never intended to Dbe
established for the organisation and con-
trol of hospitals and no one knows that
better than does the present Ministry.
Why the medical profession has to talk
for years and endeavour to persuade
Governments to organise a commission
that will take over a lifetime study of
hospitals, I cannot understand. Here
large sums of money are being spent
without supervision by any trained per-
sons. I do not say that with the idea
of depreciating the actions of the depart-
ment. But we cannot ask people who
have not been trained in these matters
suddenly to organise and take over a
wholly modern and well equipped hospital
in an area like this, If we are going
to have regional and sub-regional hos-
pitals, why build one at Pinjarra and
then spend large sums of money on hos-
pitals in surrounding areas?

Hon. A. L. Loton: Why build one at
Pinjarra?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I maintain thaf
Pinjarra is one area in which such a
hospital could be built; but why, in those
circumstances, spend large sums of money
on institutions in areas which are sup-
posed to be served by the Pinjarra Hos-
pital? .

Hon, R. M. Forrest:
everything?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Because decen-
tralisation of small hospitals is inefficient.
1t must be realised that there are some-
thing like 95 hospitals in this State, and
many of them have an average of five
beds or under.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Some are a perfect
disgrace.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: We must aggregate
some of them, hecause we cannot
provide today’s modern equipment or to-
day’s modern services within such build-
ings. I want to emphasise that I have
no objection to any town having its hos-
pital needs supplied, and I have no ohkjec-
tion to every person in this State obtain-
ing the full medical attention he deserves.
But I do want to see that the money
-expended i5 spent in the best interests of
the people, and that it is not so squan-
dered that we will find that our urgent
requirements are not being met.

We are told that we cannot possibly
contemplate the provision of a medical
school which will supply the medical
officers required for these institutions, yet
we are proposing to build three regional
hospitals costing over £2,000,000 be-
tween them, none of which shows any
evidence of meeting the real needs of
the community. TUnless there is some
sort of organised thinking in these mat-
ters, we will find ourselves in an awful
mess before long. I hope that by my con-

Why centralise
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stantly drawing attention to this question
we will not get into that mess, bhut will
have an organised body appointed whose
responsibility it will be to see that these
Eroplems are attended to on a sound
asis.

I would stress thait the provision of a
medical school is urgent because the Com-
monwealth Government contemplates that
we must at least prepare for war inh an
effort to prevent war, and if war should
oceur we will need front-line doctors. We
cannot send troops into the front line with-
out medical men to care for them, and it
takes several years to provide a front-line
doctor. If we started a medical school
here tomorrow, it would be 11 years before
we could provide a front-line doctor from
that school. When the Commonwealth
Government spends some astronomical
figure, like £200,000,000 a year on defence,
and then says we cannot afford to estab-
lish a medieal school, that seems to me
like nonsense. My view is that we cannot
afford not to.

I will have no objection if the reply is
made that at present, in the Eastern
States, there are more medical men being
trained than Australia can ahsorb on the
prewar basis of 2 man to a district. I do
not mind if I am given that answer, be-
cause I will reply that we found during the
war that it was a difficult business indeed,
even when men were being trained faster
than normally, to find men who would
come to Western Australia as practitioners.
In the next war, we may discover that we
are nearer to the front line than we were
previously.

Again I say that I would not mind re-
ceiving that reply if it were realised that
we could do an immense amount of good
here if we started a medical school on a
post-graduate basis. I realise that the
Senate of the University has had replies
from various sources condemning the
establishment of a medical school on a
post-graduate basis, but there are quite
a number of eminent authorities who agree
that we would be very wise to do so.

Hon. R. M, Forrest: How many doctors
would a town with a population of 5,000
people require?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It varies from four
to five and depends on the type of work

_they would have to do and ¢n the isola-

tion of the town. I think Geraldton must
have about 4,000 pecple.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Just on 6,000.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: And there are three
doctors there, I think.

Hon. L. A, Logan: Four.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The average would
be about one to 1,200 people. There is
another phase I would like to mention.
When the Estimates are presented in
another place, I would be plensed to see
money set aside therein for trafiic purposes,
Our traffic conditions in the éity are get-
ting more and more out of hand. They are
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archaic. Surely the time has come when
we should have traffic lights to control the
traffic in Perth and Fremantle instead of
these Rafferly rules in which everybody
tries to push himself through the other
traffe, and drivers refuse to give others the
right-of-way because there is an absence
of control at the centre. It is extraordin-
ary to see in the City of Perth, at some of
the most crowded periods, policemen walk
off and allow the traffic to drift through as
best it can, so that we find vehicles drib-
bling up against one another and all try-
ing to get through first.

One of the most outstanding occasions
was on the evening of Flower Day when
the city was absolutely packed with motor-
cars and there was not a policeman in
sisht. One would almost have thought
that somebody in control had said, “It will
get a bit thick. You had better go off.”
I think the conduct of drivers that night
was amazing, but the delay at the various
corners, which could have been overcome
by the presence of traffic lights, was very
considerable. The time has arrived when
we should come out of the jungle and be-
have like & city. I hope the remarks I have
made will sink under somebody’s skin and
that there will be some results therefrom.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South-East)
[7.30]: I did not intend to speak on the
Bill, but I thought Mr. Henning’s speech
the most outstanding I had heard for a
long time with respect to milk and butter
producticn in this State, and as I have
been paying a lot of attention lately to
the question of butter and milk supplies
I could not let his remarks pass without
saying a few words. I agree with him that
committees set up today spend a lot of
time and do considerable work, but get
only very little consideration. Unless the
Government does something to help these
people to get results, the State will lose
them, because the committees will resign.
Food is the main thing in any country.
Unless we are prepared to help the farming
industries, particularly with regard to milk
and butter production, we will have a lot
of hungry people in the more remote areas.
The position on the Goldflelds today is
still serious. I was in Kalgoorlie last Fri-
day, and a person went into a grocer’s
shop there to buy a tin of powdered milk
for a kiddy, but was not able to get it.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Cannot you establish
a flourishing dairying industry on the
Esperance plains?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: There we have an
abundance of land which is easy to clear.
Mr. Craig mentioned the Mt. Many Peaks
district. I think we have just as good
land as that, if not better. I have not
seen that section of the country myself, but
from the reports that have come through
from Mr. Buttons, of Esperance, it must
be good. The Minister will agree that
Mr. Buttons is an outstanding farmer, and
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a man of ability and knowledege. Last
year this gentleman had a look at MEt.
Many Peaks, and it is his opinion that
Esperance is ahead of that district. I do
not know whether the Minister will agree
with me.

The Minister for Agriculture: You atre
robhing me of my thunder.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I congratulate the
Minister and say that had it not been
for him, possibly the people of the State
would not know what Esperance was cap-
able of doing.

The Minister for Agriculture: Except Mr.
Buttons.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: Yes. He was the
man who bought a sandplain property, and
cleared and developed it at his own ex-
pense. Later the Minister went there and
established a research station which will
be holding a field day on the 14th Novem-
ber. I would like the House to suspend
its sittings so that members could take
a reso trip there to see what the country
can produce. Some members recently went
to the South-West. This land at Esper-
ance is capable of growing anything and
I think it would be well worth the while
of the farmers in this House and another
place to inspect it. There is an abundance
of land with a good 28-inch rainfall and
plenty of underground water. I think the
depth of sand is about 6 to 9 inches with
a good gravel subsoil, s0 that the country
is capable of growing wonderful pastures.
We have all sorts of clovers there, and
it is astonishing to see what can be done.
I was recently in the district with the
Minister and his wife. And we went on to
a property where there was a crop of oats,
and we could just see the top of our
hats over the oats. The crop was good,
not only in height, but in gquantity and
quality.

Hon. A. L. Loton: It would not have to
be more than 6ft. 6in. high.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: No, it was a good
crop. This was the first time the land
had been sown to ¢ats. Mr. Bowes's pro-
perty has been pretty heavily stoeked for
a number of years. We should do every-
thing possible to step up the production
of milk in the State. I do not care how
we do it, but if we have to assist these
people, we must da s0. If we want parents
to rear Australian-born children, we must
have milk and butterfat production. It is
of no use having a big population here if
we cannot feed the people. I listened to
Dr. Hislop when he spoke on the subject
of plans for hospitals. I think there is
a lot in what he says because we have
been trying to get additlons to many hos-
pitals in my district, but without success.
It is time a committee was formed, and
I would like to see Dr. Hislop as chairmsan
of it so that something could be done in
this direction. I am not going to detain
the House any longer. I again congratu-
late Mr. Henning on what he said.
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HON. R. M. FORREST (North) (7.37]1:
I had no intention of speaking on the
Bill because I understood the Minister was
anxious to get it through this evening.
But after hearing Dr. Hislop’s remarks
regarding the Carnarvon hospital, I felt
I would like to say a few words., I am
sorry Dr. Hislop is not present. He told
me just before we resumed that he would
not be here tonight. I am surprised at the
way he spoke about what the Government
has done in regard to hospitalisation at
Larnarvon., He said the hospital would
serve only 1,000 or 1,200 people. The
Government went into this matter long
‘before it decided to build the hospital
which, I understand, ean serve a minimum
of 2,700 people.

The doctor at Carnarvon is, no doubt, a
very clever man because people from dif-
ferent districts go to him instead, as they
did in the past, to the doctors at Geraldton.
The area of the North-West is very large
—the distance from Wyndham to Carnar-
von is over 1,000 miles—and it is served
by only four doctors. There is one at
Wyndham, another at Broome, ohe at
Port Hedland and the other at Carnarvon.
But there are five towns in the North with-
cut a doctor, namely, Onslow, Roebourne,
Wittenoom, Marhle Bar and Nullagine, and,
in addition, the inland towns of Hall’s
Creek and Fitzroy Crossing in the Kimber-
ley district, are also without a doetor.

I am surprised that anyone in this
Chamber should condemn what the Gov-
ernment is doing to help the North,
medically. I have had experience, as I
have mentioned before, of the require-
ments of the medical officers there. I
stated in my speech on the Address-in-
reply debate last session that a little girl
was transported 400 miles from Onslow for
medical treatment because there was no
doctor there. I am hoping it will not bhe
long before the Government will build at
Port Hedland the same sort of hospital as it
intends to erect at Carnarvon, another at
Broome and a third at Wyndham, because
the sooner we realise the fact that the
more we decentralise population in West-
ern Australia, the betfer it will be for the
State and the Commonwealth. The old
hospltal at Carnarvon is a disgrace.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Only one of many.

Hon, R. M. FORREST: Carnarvon is
an isolated town compared with the towns
in the South-West Land Division, because
Carnarvon is 300 miles from Geraldton.
Onslow is 300 miles further north, Roe-
bourne 200 miles north of Onslow and
Port Hedland is 170 miles north of Roe-
bourne, and then there is a stretch of
400 miles to Broome. So I think the more
we encourage the building of good hospi-
tals in the North, the more we will en-
courage population to go there. Good
hospitalisation is a security to women and
children. It is obvipus that Dr. Hislop has
not lived in these parts, or anywhere else
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in the backblocks, because, had he done
so, he would not have adopted his present
attitude.

The hospital at Carnarven is to be a
16-bed hospital, and it will cost roughly
£5,000 per bed, or slightly less. Had the
hospital been buiit three or four years ago
it would have cost £30,000 or £35,000 in
all. We would not have quibbled about a
hospital costing that much a few years
ago, but as the cost today has gone up
double or treble, it is obvious we cannoct
expect an up-to-date hospital to be built
under £50,000 to £70,000. I hope the
House will not take much notice of what
Dr. Hislop said with regard to the hospi-
talisation of the North-wWaest,

HON. A. R. JONES (Midland) (7.45]:
I do not intend to take up much time,
but I want to stress the point made by
Mr. Henning and support his claim that
the Government must take more notice
of the realities of the situation and put
pgreater effort into inereasing our pro-
duction. Mr. Henning claimed that there
should be greater production of dairy
products. We all know that they are es-
sentials in the life of this nation, but, of
course, we need to increase production in
all types of primary products.

I believe that Governments in the past
have spent too much money on non-pro-
ductive work instead of spending it in
areas which are capable of producing
primary products. We have a eclassical
example of money being spent on non-
preductive work in the construction of a
new causeway. I do not know how much
money has been spent on that project,
but I do not think I would be far wrong
if I said that £1,000,000 has been, or
will be, spent.

All that I can say is that the traffic
would have managed quite well with the
old causeway for the next few years and
that £1,000,000 could have been put to
better use in the clearing of some of the
land mentioned by Mr. Henning. If that
had been done, the land could have been
brought into production and in five years
time it would probably have preduced
£1,000,000 worth of goods and thus the
causeway would not have been the
burden it is.

When our Ministers attend meetings of
Cabinet they should put up all possible
claims for money to be spent on produc-
tive work. Schools are hbheing built
throughout the State and I consider that
too much money is being spent upon their
construction. We certainly want all the
schools we can get, but instead of con-
structing the edifices that are being
erected, some more modest plans could
have been used. I think our standards
are too high and we have the spectacle
of the buildings at Wongan Hills, Car-
namah and other places. These schools
are beautiful buildings and we would all
like to see the same type of building
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erected throughout the countiry, but many
mare schools could have been built for
the same sum of money if our standards
were not as high as they are.

Insufficient heed is being paid to the
cost of these buildings and also insuf-
ficient heed is being paid to productive
work. I want the Ministers in this
House to put up the plea that our expen-
diture must be directed into more useful
channels and se increase our production.
Unless we have greater production we will
never be lifted from our present state,
and prices will continue to soar as they
are doing at the momsent,

HON, H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
{7.481: I also want to say a few words
about the Carnarvon hospital, following on
the remarks of Dr. Hislop who condemned
the expenditure of such a large sum_of
money from loan funds. I think Dr. His-
lop has lost sight of the fact that originally
the new hospital was to have cost £35,000.
That was the original estimate put for-
ward by the Principal Architect and last
year. that estimate had risen to £65,000.
Only last August we found that the cost
will be in the vicinity of £79,000; that is

not due to additions heing made to the

hospital, but solely to rising costs.

The people at Carnarvon are not getting
an elaborate hospital and it will certainly
not he big enough when it is built. Ten-
ders have only recently been accepted for
this job and as yet no work has com-
menced. It is to be a 16-hed hospital,
while the old hospital had only two wards,
one for women and one for men, with a
verandah all round the building. Of course
beds are placed out on the verandah as
well.

The Minister for Agriculture: Will any
use be made of the old hospital when the
new one is built?

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes, the
suggestion is that the old hospital be
turned into a hospital for the use of nat-
ives. At the moment there is no provision
for the hospitalisation of nhatives and
those affected with T.B. have to be treated
at the present hospital. This also applies
to other natives who are suffering from
diseases and the idea is to convert the old
hospital into a building for the use of
natives in the district.

The old building is in such a bad con-
dition that when a proposal was put for-
ward to convert it into a staff dining-room
and kitchen, the Health Department re-
ported upon it and stated that it was
hygienically unfit for that purpose. So
members can imagine the state of that old
building. There is a maternity wing which
is connected to the hospital by a ramp and
that wing has only four beds, which is
quite inadequate. This building was built
from funds obtained by public subscription
and a grant from the Lotteries Commis-
sion.
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It is not as if the people are getting a
bigeer hospital built than was originally
planned. When the hospital is finally
built it will still not be sufficient for the
requirements of the district, The building
is of a modern design, the plans having
been drawn up by the Principal Architect
of the Public Works Department in col-
laboration with the health authorities.
After much discussion and wrangling they
decided on the plan which has now heen
drawn up. I have seen the plan and I
should say it will be a good hospital when
it is finally built. Dr. Hislop stated that
he considered there should he one docior
to each 1,000 people. The census taken at
the 30th June, 1947, showed that there
were 979 persons in the Carnarvon mun-

" ieipality; that would be within a radius of

two miles of the hospital.
Hon. R. M. Forrest: That is only adults.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: No, that in-
cludes everybody. The census was.taken
on the 30th June, 1947, and the 979 in-
cludes everybody within the municipality.
There were 782 people within the Gas-
coyne-Minilya Road Board district and of
that numhber I should say that at least
500 would reside within eight miles of the
hospital—that is on the plantation area.
Also there is the Upper Gascoyne Road
Board where 347 people were registered
and the Shark Bay Road Board district
with 183 people, making a total of 2,231
persons at the 30th June, 1947. It is quite
safe to say that today the number would
exceed 3,000 because the population had
just started to increase at the time the
census was taken.

As well as an increased number of people
residing in the plantation areas, there are
also two whaling stations. These stations
have only recently been established and in
the season they would employ approxim-
ately 140 persons each. One of those whal-
ing stations is established at Carnharvon
and the other 160 miles north at Pt,
Cloates. These two industries warrant a
decent hospital- and a first-class doctor
because it Is most dangerous work and
accidents do occur, On top of that there is
a large moving population, including hun-
dreds of shearers. Shearing is also dan-
gerous work and many shearers make use
of the hospital and the doctor.

I mentioned that the doctor had com-
pleted 200 operations and Dr. Hislop said
that that statement was ammunition for
him. T do not know what he has in mind
but the statement I made is quite correct.
There could be no trained anaesthetists
there and unless another doctor has been
available matrons have had to administer
anaesthetics otherwise hundreds of people
would have died because they would have
been unable to reach the metropolitan
area in time. It is all very well for Dr.
Hislop to say that we should not have
these hospitals in the North. But what
does he want? Does he want to centralise
everything and ensure that every person
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must pass through a St. George's Terrace
specialist and then on to the Royal Perth
Hospital?

Hon. A. L. Loton: He might pass on al-
together.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Dr. Hislop
{ells us that he is a consultant and that
he does not cure. people, but merely
diagnoses cases. We in Carharvon have
heeny very fortunate because we have al-
ways had good, competent doctors. Prior
to the doctor we have now we had a man
who used to send all his patients down
here for the reason that he was not satis-
fied with the anaesthetists available. He
did quite a few operations, however, and
he was forfunate in having a competent
matron to assist him.

Usually he diagnosed cases and sent

the patients down to Perth. Invariably-

he was correct in his diagnosis and he
did an excellent job in that respect. Prior
to that man we had another doctor who
carried out all the work and the present
man is much the same type. He has a
wonderful record.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Is he leaving the dis-
trict?

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: No, he has
just arrived and we are very lucky to
have retained him. He is living inh a two-
roomed house and is forced to sleep in
the living room. That is a disgrace. How-
ever, his house is now under construc-
tion and in all probability he will settle
down; at least everybody hopes so0. When
I was in Carnarvon recently he had three
patients from the Kimberleys. He was in
Derby for several years during the war
and, I think, he has been resident in
several North-West towns. He has a very
good reputation as a medical officer.

People are confident in his ahbility and -

those resident further North fly down to
Carnarvon to him for treatment.

For the life of me I cannot fathom why
Dr. Hislop is so averse to people living
s0 -far away having: decent hospitalisa-
tion. Surely they are entitled to it. If
a person at Wyndham becomes ill, and
there is no doctor available, he has to
fly down to Perth. The 'plane fare alone
is £50 return and that sum of money
would pay for an operation. Only this
year I read in “The Northern Times"”
where a young weman in Port Hedland
had to fly down to Geraldton to have a
tooth out and it cost £30 for the fares
alone.

Hon. A. R. Jones: He sugpested that
the Government should find the 'planes;
pe fair!

Hon. H. ¢. STRICKLAND: The Gov-
ernment will not find the ’planes. He
asked questions about the flying doctor
service in the North. This service has
made living much more comfortable and
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has given people much more confidence,
especially women and children. They are
prepared to live on the Kimberley stations
knowing that if anything happens it is
only a matter of a day or so and they
can be in Perth or at least in the hands
of a doctor. Women were not so happy
about settling in those areas until some
such provision could be made. Mr. Forrest
said he would like to see similar hospitals
built at Port Hedland and Broome, Every-
body in the North-West would like to see
one built at Port Hedland and the flying
doctor service brought up to date.

I was in Roebourne not so long ago
when a man came in by an Airlines plane
from Wittenoom Gorge. Although the
population at Wittenoom exceeds 600 and
the mining work there is dangerous, there
is no local hospital though I understand
that the establishment of one is under
way now. When this man came in there
was no doctor at Roebourne or at Wit-
tenoom, but there was a trained nurse
in each place. No warning or advice
was received about this man; he was
taken off the plane and was obviously very
ill. The matron rang the doctor at Port
Hedland and unfortunately one of Mac-
Robertson-Miller's Ansons which was
available to the doctor was on a station
run somewhere so that he could not get
down. The next day the man died.

Those things happen and they illustrate
just how urgently good medical services are
required in the North. I hope the Govern-
ment will not be misled by Dr. Hislop's
objection to so much money being spent
away from the city for the help of the
outback areas. There is one other ques-~
tion I would like to bring before the House
and that is the question of protection for
servicemen, or I should say for the ‘hous-
ing of servicemen. A young airman called
on me the other day and asked me to
assist him in his attempts to obtain a
flat or house of some kind; somewhere

where he could house his wife and one
child.

This man is likely to be sent over-
sea at any moment—it is only a matter
of getting orders and away he goes. He
had an application with the Housing
Commission as a civilian for 12 months.
At that time he was employed in the
P.M.G3’s Department but some ten months
ago he joined the Air Foree. I thought
he had a reasonable case and I inter-
viewed the officer concerned. I was as-
tounded to find there was no provision
made at all for servicemen in his particu-
lar position. The rent Bill gives a service-
man protection when he is on active
service, that is, if he is in a house. It
also gives protection to a man who is
badly maimed or handicapped when he
comes back,

Hon. A. R. Jones:

It was the same
during the last war.
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Hon. H. C. STRICELAND: That is
s0. It probably only needs some small
provision to be put into the aAct. It
may only require a little bit of clear
thinking by the State Housing Com-
mission so that these men can be assisted.
However, the point is that this young
fellow is at the moment renting a caravan
at one of the seaside resorts, but he will
have to get out when the summer comes
because the rents of caravans are then
doubled or trebled and he would not be
able to pay what will be demanded. Be-
sides this, he was only given the caravan
until the summer months, after which
such accommodation is booked right out.
When that is taken away from him,
members can imagine what a lot of
trouble he will have on his mind when
he goes away to fight for his country
and leaves his wife and child behind
without anywhere to go. He does not
know where they will be pushed around.
It will be no comfort to him or his family
who are left behind.

I hope that when the new Bill relating
to rents is brought down it will include
some provision for the protection of these
men. I remember when the Increase
of Rent (War Restrictions) Act Amend-
ment Bill was defeated in this House—
incidentally it was thrown out on the
very day that our soldiers went into
action in Korea—that the main argu-
ment put up by those members who voted

- against the continuance of that Bill was

that it was the No. 1 responsibility of the
Government and the State Housing Com-
mission to find housing for these fighting
men.

While 'I agree—and I agreed at the
time—that that was quite right, I think
it is time in the face of that Bill being
defeated and on the speeches made by
the various members who opposed the
Bill, that the Government took a little
notice of what was said in that respect
and that something should be done to
house these men in Commonwealth-State
rental homes. + This particular type of
serviceman cannot go in for a war service
home because he has not yet been to the
war—he has to be an ex-serviceman be-
fore he can have the opportunity to buy
one of these homes.

I will not waste any more time on
that point except to say that unless a
Bill is brought down pretty soon to deal
with rents generally and also to deal with
the protection of servicemen, it will only be
a matter of about eight or nine weeks he-
fore everything goes overboard. Then
there will be no protection for anyone;
the present Act will expire and T have
no doubt there will be utter chaos, I
support the second reading of the Bill

HON. J. MURRAY (South-West) [8.7]:
Like other members I did neot intend to
speak on the Supply Bill, but when I
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hzard the Ministar refer to one particular
item, I thought I weculd rise more in a
questioning mood than otherwise. If the
Minister would pr:fer ma2 to put the item
on the notice paper as a question, T will
do s0, but he might bs prepared to answer
it. I refer to the £30,000 which was men-
t:oned in regard to the Kent River saw-
mill. In the first place this sawmill is
being erected as an exp2riment by the
Department of Industrial Development,
without any inftention of the officials run-
ning it themselves, but with a view fo
handing it over to somszbody else to run.
I understand arranzements have been
made now for an independent body to take
it over and I am rather curious to know
at what stage that independent body is
going to take over this mill from the
Government—

" Hon. A. L. Loton: And at what price.

Hon. J. MURRAY: —and how much
further expenditure the Government in-
tends to undertake before handing it over.
This sum of £30,000 which was for a fruit-
case mill—for that is what it was—would
Lave gone a long way towards erecting
a sawmill in ordihary circumstances. I
would say, however, that £30,000 is far
short of the total amount that has been
spent. I would like the Minister to tell
the House the total cost of the Kant River
mill today and the estimated cost at the
time when it will be handed over to the
body concerned.

The other point gbout which I am
seriously concerned is that we have not
yet received a report from the Royal Com-
missioner who investigated forestry mat-
ters. The Minister for Housing and Forests
and State Saw Mills has times without
number criticised private sawmillers for
their lack of co-operation with the Gov-
ernment in meeting the needs of housing,
yet on the Estimates for this year the
Government budgets for a loss of £14,300
on the State Saw Mills. I would point
out to the Government that private saw-
millers have got to make a profit, build
sawmills and have still got to co-operate
with the Government, but the Government
is not able to do this itself.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midiand) [8.8]1:
I make no apology for speaking on the
Supply Bill even at this hour. When intro-
ducing the Bill the Minister mentioned
that it was supplying £1,500,000 more than
previously. In answer to a question I
asked tonight I discovered that repairs to
a bridge cost £18,000; that is merely for
repairs. It took 13 men every day for
12 months to lay a cement foundation on
the top of if. The original pillars were
there and had been put down something
like 60 years ago, they were sound as a
bell and all that had to be done was to
put.a top on it. Yet this tock £18,000 of
the taxpayers’ money.
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We also find that colossal amounts are
provided for hospitals at Carnarvon and
Morawa. I am beginning to think that
it is the attitude of the Government over
the last few years that has made these
figures s¢ high. In the past the replies
to all the deputations that have waited
on Ministers have been that there is
plenty of money; every Minister has said
the same thing. Human nature being what
it is has led contractors to chase the
money, and I think the Government should
take a certain amount of blame for this
attitude.

It seems to mea that the cut the Govern-
menti is getiing from the Commonixealth
might b2 a very good thing, and although
1 am also one of the members who have
chased the Government for jobs to be done
in my clectorate, I have come fo the con-
clusion that we have got to take a stand.
If we agree to a certain figure being
reasonable and do not accept any tender
beyond that, then the time will come when
our cosis will be reduced. We have all
got to do it; there is no point in the
members of one or two electorates doing
this while the others do not.

The tims= has come when we have got
to make our stand. As it is, there is a
colossal number of school children—over
5,000 next year—who will have to be
housed somewhere or left in the streeis.
The sams2 thing applies to hospitals. Four
years ago there were three No. 1 priority
hospitals the erection of which was pro-
mised at Albany, Bunbury and Geraldton.
Sinece then we have had hospitals pro-
vided at Midland Junction, Pinjarra, Car-
narvon and Fremantle, with colossal sums
of money set aside for that purpose.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: The plans for the
hospital at Geraldton have been prepared.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: There is only a
rough plan; it is not a plan on which
g builder could start building, I mentioned
that case because I feel that the hospitals
to which I have referred are being rele-
gated to the background and this, I think,
is mainly due to the other buildings that
are going up. The other point I wish
to m=ntion concerns railways. Nobody in
this House is a greater advocate of rail-
ways than I am, but I would draw the
attention of the Minister toc one aspect,
namely, the attempt to recapture the
metropoalitan passenger trade by the im-
portation of diesels. I suppose I use trans-
port around the city as much as any other
member, I use six different routes and
travel on trains and buses. When we look
at figurss dealing with the numbers of
passengers transported in the city of a
morning, we find they are colossal.

Out of 50,000 or more people who are
brought into the city every morning,
3,000 are conveyed by train and the rest
by Government and private buses. Of
the 42,000 people who went to the Royal
Show, 30,000 were conveyed by trolley-
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bus and 18, 000 by train, almost a thous-
and less by'train than last year. When
we consider that the buses stop at al-
most every other street and that the
railway stations are practically a mile
apart, we must realise that it is impos-
sible for even a diesel service to recap-
ture the passenger traffic. Railway sta-
tions cannot be provided at every second
street. I say that if we are going to
spend a large sum of money on diesels in
endeavouring to win back the trafiie, it
will be tantamount to throwing money
down the drain. Diesels could be used
with advantage on country lines and the
number will probably be more than suf-
ficient for that purpose.

I again stress the faect that it is time
we called a halt to this colossal expendi-
ture, even if we have to wait a couple of
years to get some of the buildings we
need. If we get down to earth, con-
tractors will soon realise that they must
put in & decent tender, something that
can be accepted. At present, Govern-
ment money is being spent altogether too
lavishly, and the Government should put
g curh on so that we shall get value for
the expenditure in future.

HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [8.171:
In supporting the moticn, I infend to
speak briefly. Looking at the Estimates,
I find that the estimated expenditure is
nearly £33,000,000, which is in excess of
last year’s expenditure by some £4,000,000,
or practically 12% per cent. If similar
increases are going to happen year after
%ear we do not know where we shall

nish.

I agree with Mr. Logan that the Gov-
ernment must make a stand on- the ques-
tion of expenditure, particularly in re-
gard to buildings and other public works.
I find in the Estimates an item for the
mainienance of public buildings of
£300,000. That might seem to be a rela-
tively small amount, but it is a large
proportion of £33,000,000, and that is far
maintenance of only a section of the
buildings, I know that the Government
feels considerable concern about the in-
creasing cost of buildings, particularly
schools and hospitals, and that in the
matter of education and schools it is re-
ducing some of the building proposals.

However, there is pressure from all over
the State for the huilding of moare schools
and more hospitals, and lavish ones at
that, and at such a time as the present,
when costs are so high, this can anly
have the effect of causing sericus finan-
cial trouble. The Minister might sug-
gest to the Premier from this House that
the department, when ecalling tenders
for building a school, hospital or any
other structure, should assess the cost of
the building and sit tight on that as the
maximum price it is prepared to pay. If
the contractors will not tender within
that price, building should be deferred
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until they come to heel, as they will be
bound to do sooner or later. The other
day I saw a record of the wages paid
to a painter in the country, and the
amount was £18 per week, plus £4 2s. 6d.
for keep. Certainly, he was a tradesman.
" Hon. R. M. Forrest: I paid £38 for a
carpenter.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: But the hon.
member does not say whether that was
the amount paid per week. Another man
was paving £6 per day to plasterers.
These people are just having a shot at
employers.

Hon. J. McIl. Thomson: That is not the
fault of the contractors.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: If contractors are
prepared to pay high wages, they must
inerease their costs.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: They must be get-
ting value for their money or they would
not bhe paying it.

Hon, N. E. BAXTER: One member
sides with the contractors and Mr. Boy-
len says another thing. If the Govern-
ment assessed the cost and sat on that
price when it advertised for tenders, I
feel sure that contractors and tradesmen
would soon revert to a reasonable figure,

Hon. J. McIl. Thomson: But you would
not get a tender.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I feel sure that
contractors would eventually submit a

satisfactory price. The Government would

be wise to consider sitting on its esti-
mate of costs until such time as con-
tractors are forced to say to their em-
ployees, “We cannot get the price from
the Government and therefore we can-
not pay you so much.” I hope the Min-
ister will convey that suggestion to the
Government.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [8.221:
T support the motion. I did not intend to
speak, but after having read 2 statement
in tonight's “Daily News” regarding the
Federal Treasurer, Sir Arthur Fadden, I

felt that I must say a few words. The
statement reads—
The Federal Government's policy

decision on the sale of part of Aus-

fralias’s gold production on the world’s

premium market has been deferred.
That is a very serious matter for this
State.

Treasurer Sir Arthur Tadden said
today that the Government was
carrying out its undertaking to dis-
cuss gold sales policy with repre-
sentatives of the mining industry,
buf, at the reguest of the indusiry,
it had .deferred discussion wuntil
November 1.

The recent decision by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund will enable
the Government to authorise the sale
of part of the current geld production

18"}

on premium markets at a price above
the fund's fixed price. Some gold-
producing Iembers of the Inter.
national Monetary Fund have already
authorised premium sales.

Are we in Western Australia and Austra-
lia. behind the times in allowing this mat-
ter to be deferred while the industry, as
well as the people dependent on it, are
suffering? I say that it should not be de-
ferred. If something is not done soon,
some of the mines that are working on a
very low grade of ore will go out of pro-
duction. I quote a well-known man con-
nected with the mining industry, Sir
Massey Green, who said—

It is evident that Australia has not
henefited in any way by its member-
ship of the International Monetary
Fund, and I hope that the Federal
Government will allow its gold pro-
ducers to sell their gold where they
can get their hest prices.

South Africa produces about three-
fourths of the world’s gold and she
sells 40 per cent. of her gold on the
free gold market and has reaped
great benefits over and above the
price fixed by the Infernational
Monetary Pund. If Australia is al-
lowed to do this, it will save many
mines on low-grade from closing
down.

Those are very Sound statements by a
man who knows the ins and outs of the
goldmining industry and its ramifications.
I rose merely to impress upon the Minis-
ter for Mines the very serious position in
which the industry finds itself today, and
I hope that the Government will leave
no stone unturned to get the Federal
Treasurer to liven himself up and see
what he can do about the industry.

Hon. A. L. Loton: He is indisposed.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Then surely some-
body should take his place! Probably Mr.
Menzies could take over his portfolios for
the time being until this business has been
finalised. However, the industry, as well
as Sir Arthur Fadden, is indisposed.

There are one or two other matters I
wish to mention which, though falling in
the Federal sphere, affect the State. One
is that of the increased telephone charges,
which have risen out of all proportion to.
the service received. We have to pay more
dearly for the use of our telephones and
the service, instead of improving, has’
become worse. In the metropolitan area,
some of the lines are overworked, and
one has to sit at the telephone dialling a
number for half-an-hour and then often
without getting it. Perhaps the Minister
can arrange for some approach to be
made to the Commonwealth to the end
that the service may bhe improved, as it
is far from satisfactory.
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Another matter is the increase for
postal services. Postages have been in-
creased to such an extent that taxpayers
now have to find much more money than
they did previously. Here again I believe
that a better service should be given, par-
ticularly in outback parts, where frains
and aerial services are few. People on
the Eastern Goldfields have nothing what-
ever fo gain by putting a 6id. stamp on
a letter to send it by air mail, except that
the letter may be posted up to 5 am.,
but who wants to post letters up to that
hour? Nobody, so far as I know. When
letters are sent by air from the metro-
politan area to the Eastern Goldfields
they arrive in the morning, but are not
delivered until the train—the old rattler
—comes in and the air mail letters are
then delivered together with those carry-
ing the ordinary 3id. postage stamp.

So there is no advantage to be gained
from the airmail service, with one excep-
tion as I have mentioned. It is high time
the Commonwealth tried to give a better
service to the people from whom it is levy-
ing these higher charges. The same re-
marks apply to the telegraph system. The
charge for a telegram is out of all pro-
portion to the service rendered and today
it is often cheaper to post a letter and
have it sent by express delivery than to
send a telegram, and in many cases &
letter sent in that way will reach its
destination before a telegram will.

1 had ocecasion recently to take notice
of the dining car service bhetween Kal-
goorlie and Perth and 1 would like to know
from the Minister what is the revenue
received from the dining cars and what
is the expenditure on them. It might be
a good idea to take one of the dining cars
off the Kalgoorlie run and use it on the
service to Wiluna where women and child-
ren have to travel for about 20 hours with
ng refreshments at all. I acknowledge that
our dining cars have rendered better ser-
vice to the public since they were taken
over by the Railway Department. The staff
are efficient but I think the cost must be
fairly high in comparison with the revenue
earned by that service.

Hon. G. Bennetts: They get it back in
the fares.

Hon. W. R. HALL: People do not travel
with a view to eating their heads off. They
want fto get to their destination at the
scheduled time. There are refreshment
rooms at various points along the route
from here to Kalgoorlie and I do not see
why the refreshment service should be dup-
licated. We should have one thing or the
other. At present we have the dining cars
and refreshment rooms both run by the
Railway Department. Passengers on the
trans-Australian railway have the cost of
their meals included in their fares and I
believe the charge for a meal in the dining
car should be such that people would pat-
ronise that service rather than avail them-
selves of the refreshment rooms along the
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route. Perhaps it would be possible then to
eliminate the loss of time due to the shunt-
ing on and off of the dining cars at Yellow-
dine and Cunderdin and run them through
the full journey. They are shunted on
and off so often that I really forget just
where it occurs, but at all events I think
thp railways should charge a reasonable
price for the meals they supply.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: What is the charge?

Hon. W. R. HALL: I know that when
travelling hy the Westland people are on
embarkation at Kalgoorlie compelled to
purchase a 5s. meal ticket while for the
ordinary dining car service the charge is
4s. 6d. Why the differentiation?

Hon. L. Craiz: What is 6d. to you?

Hon. W. R. HEALL: It would not mean
a button off my shirt, nor would it mean
as much to the hon. member but, at the
same time, it is & matter of some concern
to many of those who patronise our rail-
Ways.

Hon. G. Bennetts: By purchasing the Ss.
ticket you obtain the privilege of having
a§ttlernoon tea and actually show a profit
of 1s.

Hon. W. R. HALL: That is the greatest
brain wave I have ever heard of on the
part of the railways, but I believe that is
right. Afternoon tea is provided for those
who desire to partake of it. The train
legves at about 3.30 and I suppose after-
noon tea is served at 4 or 4.30 p.m.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You get it all for
the 5s.

Hon. W. R, HALL: I am always prepared
to buy that meal ticket though I think
the trans-Australian rail passengers get a
reduction on the State railways as com-
pared with the charge to passengers travel-
ling from Perth to Kalgoorlie. I hope the
Minister will give consideration to the
points that have been raised, and I would
like to know what is the cost of running
the dining cars and also the revenue de-
rived from that service.

Hon. E. M, Heenan: The meals are pretty
good, at all events.

Hon. W. R. HALL: They are better now
than they have been for many years. At
one time the passenger had to fill up on
pumpkin and cabbage but things are dif-
ferent now. I sincerely trust that some
help will be given to the residents of the
Goldfields in the matter of water charges.
This question has been raised in the House
on scores of occasions and I feel that the
time is long past when the Government
should have given some relief to the Gold-
fields in this regard. Once again I pro-
test at the cost of water to Goldfields
residents.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Would you consider
a flat rate throughout the State?

Hon. W. R. HALL: Any rate would be
all right, so long as it was & reduction on
the present charge. There is no compari-
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son between the allowance of water to a
resident in the metropolitan area and the
allowance to a Goldfields resident. Some
concession should be made to the people
on the Goldfields who do not enjoy most of
the amenities readily available in the
metropolitan area.

The price of gold is a burning question
on the Goldfields today and I believe the
Government should give careful considera-
tion to all matters of vital interest to that
industry. The goldmining industry is in
a precarious position and some of the
large mines in the northern part of my
electorate must be finding it very hard to
keep going. Something should be done for
them before South Africa secures the
whole of the free market for gold which

it has been exploiting for a number of .

years now while mining interests in Aus-
tralia have suffered through our being
honest with the International Monetary
Fund, of which Australia is a2 member.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland—in reply)
[8.40]: When introducing this measure 1
stated that there was no desire to restrict
members from speaking on any subject
they chose, and that right has been freely
exercised. Some of the matters raised have
been of a Federal character and in relation
to them, in some instances, the State can
do very little, but I assure members that
all they have said will be referred to the
relevant departments. Mr. Murray raised
2 point with regard to the Kent River saw-
mill and. I suggest that he should get in
touch with the Minister concerned who, I
am sure, will give him all the information
he requires. Some of the points raised
come within the realm of my colleague
the Minister for Agriculture and I know
he will give them due consideration.

I come now to a matter raised by Mr,
Logan who said that 3,000 people came in
to Perth by train in the morning and that
there was a total of 50,000 entering the
city. Those figures were 2 snap report
from a speech made by Mr. Clark, the
Assistant Commissioner of Rallways
(Engineering) and they give a distorted
picture of what he actually said, That
3,000 count was the number taken as
arrlving at Perth station between 8 and
8 am. and did not take into account
those arriving before that time, who would
have constituted a rather greater number.
The figure did not take into aceount the
passengers who got off at East Perth or
West Perth.

With regard to the 50,000 coming into
the city, that is probably a fairly correct
estimate, but members should recall that
railway traffic to the city covers only
about 10 per cent of the area and so it
does, in proportion, carry its due measure
of the traffic offering. I come now to the
decision to order diesel rail cars. That was
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not a new order. Actually about 18 months
ago there was an order for a number of
coaching stock to replace old coaching
stock that was just about on its last legs.
Later, when the position was further con-
sidered, it was decided that instead of get-
ting all the coaches of the steam-driven
type, it would be wise to order a number of
diesel railcars which could be used in
either town or country. They can be run
as small units and they are much cheaper
than a steam train.

There is something to be said for using
our railway lines which, after all is said
and done, are already there and the track
has to be maintained for taking the
country traffic right through to Fremantle
and for the running of diesel and other
cars in order to transport workers travel-
ling from the.city during peak hours when
there is great congestion. Also, in using
the diesel rail cars to ease the situation,
we are minimising the wear and tear on
the roads themselves.

During the course of his remarks, Mr,
Hall referred to ithe necessity for expedit-
ing action to take advantage of the pre-
mium sales on the world free gold market.
I think the hon. member is aware that a
deputation went to Canberra, hefore the
international monetary conference was
held, in order to ascertain whether Aus-
tralia, with other countries, could obtain
relief from the restrictions imposed by the
International Monetary Fund. When it
was published that that fund would lift the
restrictions on premium sales, we again
took the matter up with the Common-
wealth Government and followed that up
with a suggestion that the Gold Buyers’
Association either be used in conjunction
with the Commonwealth Government or
a commitiee established under the opera-
tions of that fund, immediately so that we
should get our share of the world premium
gold sales.

That matter is under discussion and as
the 1st November is only eight days hence,
I take it that serious consideration is be-
ing given to the proposal and an announce-
ment will probably be made about that
date. In the meantime we realise the
situation that has developed in regard
to goldmining, and we will continue
to press for the mines being given
the opportunity to receive every benefit
from gold sales premiums. The other mat-
ters members have dealt with will he re-
ferred to the appropriate departments,
and I know that they will receive due con-
sideration.

Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
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BILL—PETROLEUM ACT

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. C.
H. Simpson—Midland) (8.50] in moving
the second reading said: A similar Bill
has 'already been introduced to this House
50 I do not propose to take up members’
time by giving another detaiied description
of the measure. I might explain that with
regard to the Bill which passed through
all stages here and was referred to an-
other place, a ruling was given that there
was a remote possibility of the clause re-
lating to helium entailing a charge on the
Crown and therefore, for that reason, the
Bill was ruled out of order. As a resuit,
the measure was re-introduced in another
place. It has been passed through that
House without amendment and it has now
been sent to this House. If there is any
further explanation required in addition
to that already given and which I think
most members have heard and under-
stood, I shall be pleased to give it during
the Commitiee stage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read 2 second time.

In Committee.

Bil] passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—MUJA-CENTAUR COQOAL MINE
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland) [8.55] in
moving the second reading said: The pur-
pose of this small Bill is to obtain parlia-
mentary sanction for the construction of
a railway line from the Muja siding, which
is approxXimately 13 miles east of Collie,
to the Centaur colliery, a distance of
4 miles 14 chains south of Muja. Early
last year it became apparecnt that serious
seam disturbances in the Wyvern colliery
would appreciably affect the reserves and
output of the Griffin Coal Mining Coy.

Drilling on the Muja site commenced in
August, 1950, and by April, 1951, 31 bores
had been drilled, all but three of which
penetrated coal seams. The desire of the
company was to commence mining opera-
tions before the onset of the 1951 winter
season, and to this end construction activi-
ties commenced in April. Coal production
was begun late in July, 13 weeks after the
construction work had started. Produc-
tion during August averaged 375 tons
weekly, while for the past four weeks this
has increased to an average of 731 tons
per week.
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The a2im of the company is to produce
25,000 tons of coal by the end of this
year, with an output of 500 tons daily with
existing eqguipment. Further trackless
equipment is on order and it is hoped that
this will be delivered in about nine months.
By July next year it is hoped to have two
trackless production units in operation and,
by working two shifts, to produce 1,000
tons per day. The company is prepared
to develop another mine on the present
site within the next three to four years.
This would be of great assistance in the
efforts to meet the ever-increasing demand
in this State for deep mine coal.

In its development of the Centaur col-
liery, the company has received consider-
able aid and advice from the Government,
including financial assistance for the pur-
‘pose of acquiring equipment, advice by the
Geological Survey Branch of the Mines
Departmesnt, provision of temporary and
permanent road access, the drilling of the
leases to prove the seams at depth and, as
contained in the Bill, the provision of a
railway line from Muja to the pit. The
question of the transport of coal, bearing
in mind the overwhelming demand for this
commeodity, and the urgent necessity to
increase production, was considered at a
meeting in July last by the Director of
Works, the Deputy Commissioner of Main
Roads, the Commissioners of Railways,
their Chief Civil Engineer, and the man-
aging director of the Griffin Coal Mining
Coy. After very full discussion and exam-
ination of all matters involved, this com-
mittee agreed that as it would be neces-
sary to construct either a road or a rail-
way line from Muja siding to the colliery
and that as haulage by road would en-
tail additional handling costs into rail-
way wagons at the siding, the most
satisfactory solution of the transport
problemy would be to construct a railway
line.

Apart from the construction of a 10
span bridge over the South Collie River,
which will be carried out by private con-
tract under the supervision of railway
engineers, the terrain presents little diffi-
culty. The necessary materials can be
provided by the recovery of rails, etc.
from the discontinued Upper Darling
Range railway. Necessary labour is be-
ing made available by the Public Works
Department while, if necessary, the trim-
ming of the formation of the route will
be done by the Main Reoads Department,
thereby obviating the diversion of rail-
way labour from the important Collie
marshalling yards’ scheme. It is esti-
mated that the line can be built in four
months at a cost of approximately
£40,000, this excluding sidings at the
mine, which will be the responsibility of
the company.

The only private property owners af-
fected by the proposed route are a Mr.
and Mrs, W. J. Griggs of Muja who own



[24 October, 1851.1

locations 1677 and 1678, which together
total 362 acres. Mr. and Mrs. Griggs
have co-operated very .satisfectorily with
the Railway Department and have signed
an agreement permitting the department
to commence construction of the line
pending official resumption and deter-
mination of compensation.

The seam at Muja is comparatively
near the surface and the coal produced
has been found suitable for all purposes.
It is in use by the Railways Commission
and the State Electricity Commission and
it is anticipated that the output will assist
to tide both departments over the miners’
Christmas holiday period. There is no
need for me fto stress the importance of
the coal mining industry to the economy
of the State,. and the necessity for us
to expand our production as quickly and
as efficiently as possible. I trust there-
fore that this Bill will receive favour-
able consideration. As it is a statutory
requirement,.I have laid on the Table of
the House..a plan showing the route of
the proposed line, together with a recom-
mendation by the board that the line be
constructed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. C. H. HENNING (South-West)
[9.0): I desire briefly to support the
second reading of the Bill and I sincerely
hope that the line .will be constructed
through to the colliery with similar ex-
pedition to that with which the company
Las developed the Muja mine. I was at
the opening which was not less than five
months after the start of the mine and
we were, told that on the previous day
431 tons of coal had been taken out,
When the .mine is in full production it
will put ‘us well -towards the goal of
1,000,000. tons produced at Collie in the
one year. @Qreat, credit is due to the
company for .the- way in which it has
proceeded with . the development of the
property and to the mine management
and staff, Particularly does that apply
to the manager who is Collie bred and
trained. Credit is due also to the union
and its secretary for the co-operation ex-
tended to the colliery management.

The Minister for Railways: Hear, hear!

Hon. €. H. HENNING: Withoui a doubt
the mine would not be producing today
were it not for that combined effort. It
just shows what can be done when every-
one gets together to do something for
the benefit of the State. It is a matter
for regret that certain land had to be
resumed but it is pleasing to know that
an amicable agreement has been signed
by the parties. I trust that when a
settlement is arranged it will be on a

fair and equitable basis so that no hard- °

ship will .be experienced by the settler
who has had to surrender land for the
purposes of the railway.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. G. Fraser in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Railways in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Be-
fore. we complete the Commifice stage I
would like to reply to & point raised by
Mr. Henning who said he hoped that fair
treatment would be extended to Mr. and
Mrs. Griggs whose land had to be re-
sumed, We have routed the line as far
as possible towards: one boundary of
their property and we have entered into
an arrangement to bulldoze and clear cer-
tain land towards another boundary
which has been awaiting development for
2 long f{ime. Mr, Griggs seems to be
quite satisfied with the arrangement that
has been reached.

Schedule put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

Dehate vesumed from previous day.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[9.51: This is quite a short measure, but
one of considerable importance. The main
provisions aim at continuing the operations
of the principal Act and at increasing
penalties. A further amendment deals with
anomalies that have developed under the
provisions of the Act and which reguire
attention because they enable some of the
objects of the legislation to be defeated.
1 am sure members were very impressed
by the complete outline of building opera-
tions presented by the Minister in his
introductory speech.

The magnitude of the demands which
will be placed on the building industry
were exemplified by the Minister’s state-
ment that the Government has a filve-year
target in hand for the purpose of building
40,000 homes for the people. In addition,
new hotels, and additions to existing
licensed premises have to be undertaken
to cater for the increased demands by the
travelling public. Furthermore, schools,
churches, banks, offices and the like have
to be built, With the increase in popula-
tion it is obvious that building operations
such as I have outlined will have to be
accorded a fairly bhigh priority.
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Hon. J, Murray: The Minister gave no
indication that there will be any such
priority.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: T drew that infer-
ence from the Minister’s remarks and I
believe such projects will receive attention.
For instance, the overcrowding in schools
cannot be allowed to continue. As Mr.
Henning pointed out, the population of the
metropolis is growing at an alarming rate
and I am sure it affords little consolation
to many of us to hear that the population
of Perth, on a pro rata basis, is increasing
at a greater rate than that of any other
capital city in Australia. That is a phase
of our econcmy that has always given me,
as I am sure it has given other members,
greal cause for alarm. The city of Perth
seems to be growing and developing at a
rate out of keeping altogether with the
development taking place in other parts
of the State. That, of course, is not a
healthy sign.

For my part, I am sympathetic with
members representing the North Province
with regard to the hospital at Carnarvon
because if the State is to go ahead and
cope with the increasing population arriv-
ing annually in Australia, and particularly
in Western Australia, the outlying parts of
the State must receive c¢onsideration.
Therefore 1 agree that a hospital in a
centre such as Carnarvon is probably
greatly needed and that the institution will
contribute something towards inducing
people to populate the North, in which
respect the hospital will be amply justified.

In his speech Mr. Hall outlined the posi-
tion with respect to the Goldfields and on
every Dpossible occasion members repre-
senting that part of the State have en-
deavoured to point out that the present-
day situation is causing a great deal of
anxiety. 1 was pleased to hear the Minis-
ter say that the parent Act is to continue
and that the State Housing Commission
will see to it that such materials as are
available will be allocated in fair propor-
tions to districts outside the metropolitan
area.

That brings me back to the main pur-
pose of the Bill which is fo continue the
operations of the principal Act. I do
not think anyone can argue that the time
has arrived when we can afford to discard
the legislation. Obviously unless materials
are controlled they will be allocated to
avenues not consistent with the best in-
terests of the greatest number. The point
made by the Minister that impressed me
very greatly was that if materials were not
controlled the probable result would be
that they would be used in the metropoli-
tan area and that the people residing in
other parts of the State would not receive
as fair a proportien as they would if con-
trols were continued.

Hon. G. Bennetts: I do not think the
country areas are now getting what they
require.

(COUNCIL.}

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I do not want it
inferred from my remarks for one moment
that I agree that outlying portions of the
State have in the past received an ade-
quate share of the materials available.
1 impress upon the Minister and on the
State Housing Commission the necessity
constantly to have in mind the problem
of decentralisation and to make sure that
all deserving cases in the country areas
receive adequate quotas of building ma-
terials. I do not want the spectacle of
the city becoming more and more un-
balanced with people leaving the country
areas simply because they cannot obtain
homes there and have better opportunities
in that respect in the city.

Angther feature of the Bill has regard
to the increased penalties. I am sure that
phase of the measure will cause members
grave concern. I never agree with the
provision of vicious penalties, but the
Minister's remarks to my mind indicated
2 good case for heavier imposts. Ap-
parently, in the past, penalties have been
of such a standard that a lot of people
have been prepared to flout the Act and
put up with the penalties that have been
imposed on them. Seemingly they have
been satisfled with the results. That is
a most unsatisfactory situation, beeause
the honest person suffers again. We want
to protect the honest person who abides
by the law and provide penalties of such a
standard that they will be a deterrent to
people who just break the law. Although
the amounts have been greatly increased,
no minimum has been fixed, and I think
magistrates and judges, who are practised
in weighing up the circumstances of each
case, will be able to carry out the inten-
tion of Parliament in thaf regard.

I do not think there is much more I
need add, except to say that I have been
impressed by a circular I have recelved
from the Master Builders' Association of
Western Australia, in the second para-
graph of whiech appears the following:—

It is generally agreed by those as-
sociated with the building industry
that, under present circumstances,
there is necessity to continue the Act
for a further period.

Hon. H. K. Watson: You are aware that
sinee writing that letter, the Master
Builders’ Association has expressed itself
as being in favour of the complete aboli-
tion of all controls.

Hon. E, M, HEENAN: Let me deal with
gne thing at a time. The concluding para-
graph of the circular is as follows:—

The Master Bullders' Association
claims that the control and distribu-
tion of building materials in short
supply has been fair and equitable,
and the association is definitely of
the opinion that while the Act re-
mains in force, the control of such
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materials should remain with the
controlling authority—particularly as
it is knewn that the policy of the
State Housing Commission is to pro-
gressively lift controls as the build-
ing materials supply position im-
proves, as has already been the case
in regard to timber and tiles.

Hon. J. Murray: The policy of the
Housing Commission is to look after the
Master Builders’ Association.

Hon. H. L. Roche: When did they pro-
gressively reduce controls?

Hoen. E. M. HEENAN: The hon. member
can speak in this debate and answer the
question himself. After listening to the
comprehensive and convincing arguments
submitted by the Minister, and after read-
ing this circular, and as a result of my
own experience, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roche, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.19 p.m.

#egislative Assembly

Wednesday, 24th October, 1851.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
FREMANTLE HARBOUR.

As to Further Tests for Pollution.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Ministey'
for Warks:

(1) In view of an answer to a question
on the 9th October, that he wouid have
samples in the Fremantle Harbour taken
that could be done without the services of
g diver, is he aware that the Harbour
Works have a diver permanently employed?

(2) Is he not also aware that samples
of the sludge can be taken without the ser-
vices of a diver?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

LABOUR SELECTION CANDIDATES. .
" As to Permission to Address State
Engineering Works Employees.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minjster
for Works:

On whose authority, and for what reason,.
were candidates in the Labour selection:
ballot for West Province refused permis-
sion to address employees at the State
Engineering Works, North Fremantle, dur—
ing their lunch hour?



